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Support the heart of local arts – Coromandel Player’s Little Theatre
For nearly 50 years, the Coromandel Players have been lighting up our town 
with local talent, travelling performers and magical moments on stage. Our 
Little Theatre has been home to countless plays, music events and unforget-
table memories; a true cultural taonga for our community.

But like many small venues across Aotearoa, we are now facing a serious 
challenge.

Despite a passionate team of volunteers and a legacy of commitment, 
the rising costs of performance fees and royalties, along with ongoing 
maintenance and equipment upgrades, mean we are struggling to make 
ends meet. While we’ve recently upgraded our seating to provide a more 
comfortable experience for our audience, this investment, though essential, 
has added to the fi nancial strain.

We are reaching out to you, our community and long-time supporters, to 
help us keep this treasured space alive.

You can contact Liz Cameron at lizannever3@gmail.com to make a 
donation or you can 
deposit directly to 
Coromandel Players Inc 
02-0304-0304302-00, or 

alternatively get in 
touch if you would 
like to suggest 
shows or plays, or 
volunteer support of 
any kind.
From Jan Autumn 
and Liz Cameron

I’m writing this on the shortest day of the year! That means we are on 
our way to spring! 

The Hauraki House playground has been updated and is looking 
really tidy. It looks like some of the older equipment that was well loved 
has been retained, but there is a new hut and slides. And the retaining 
wall around the playground is fresh and solid.

A note about advertising: the back cover advert position is available 
for the August issue. If interested then please see the advert details at: 
www.coromandeltownchronicle.co.nz/html/ads.html and contact me. 
Thanks.

Please continue to email me upcoming events, stories of what is 
going on in town, and anything else you think the community should 
know about. 

Debbie

Disclaimer: The publisher and its editors of the Coromandel 
Town Chronicle shall not be responsible in any way for 
opinions expressed in letters and articles contained in the 
Coromandel Town Chronicle or for loss or damage suffered 
by anyone in reliance upon the information contained 
therein. Further, no endorsement of any product or service 
featured or advertised in the Coromandel Town Chronicle 
should be implied or assumed.
ISSN: 1178-721X (Print), 1179-4895 (Online)

Deadline for the next issue is 
4pm Tuesday 15 July. 

Send your letters, articles and advertising to 
corochronicle@gmail.com

Letters 350 words max. and articles 600 words max.

Live out of town and would like to 
receive a printed copy? 

Annual subscription costs $57 (incl. GST) NZ postage 
only. See contact details above. 
Or download a PDF copy from 

www.coromandeltownchronicle.co.nz

Editor’s comment

Letters

Haere mai. Welcome to the 
Coromandel Town Chronicle

View each Chronicle issue online at 
www.coromandeltownchronicle.co.nz
Cover photo: Coromandel Town’s upgraded playground.

The Coromandel Town Chronicle is published by Jude 
Publishing Ltd. It is delivered free to the Coromandel Town 
area.
For advertising please email Debbie on corochronicle@
gmail.com or phone 021 235 6648.
If you have any news stories that you’d like included please 
email corochronicle@gmail.com. If you are not sure how 
to put an article together for publication then fi nd tips and 
advice on the website: www.coromandeltownchronicle.co.nz/
html/guidelines.html
The Coromandel Town Chronicle is open for everyone to 
contribute, however the editor reserves the right to select 
the articles and letters that are published and edit them for 
clarity and space.
The Coromandel Town Chronicle is printed with vegetable 
oil based inks by Print House Ltd, Hamilton. An accredited 
FSC and PEFC printer. 

Email letters and opinion pieces to the Coromandel Town 
Chronicle corochronicle@gmail.com. Contributions should be kept 
short, and should not exceed 350 words. The editor reserves the 
right to reject letters or edit them for clarity and space. 

Emergency
Call 111. AED’s in Coromandel Town: Fire Station, 
Ambulance Station, Four Square, Coro Family Health, 
Bowling Club/RSA, Te Korowai and Phoenix House. 
Although AED’s are important, St John say performing 
continuous chest compressions/calling 111 takes priority. 

Is this the Coromandel?
Hi, I have lived up in Coromandel for 
nine years and am a keen fi sherman. 
It was very upsetting to see these ray 
carcasses at the Coro fuel wharf. My 
family and I often watch them swim at 
half tide as they glide around. Seeing  
them with their wings cut off and 
probably still alive is beyond belief.
Not a good look as a lot of tourists look 
over the edge of that wharf. Hope this 
is not what Coromandel is about.
Regards,
Ian Scatchard 
Editor’s comment – Sorry, this letter 
was suppossed to go in the June issue, 
but got overlooked by me. So here it is 
now.

Discarded carcasses
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Derek Stewart
CP Eng MIPENZ

llandemengineering@gmail.com
(07) 866 6704
027 442 4234

Tank Check: $FREE
FREE no obligation, community service!

Tank Sterilise: $100
Sterilise impotable water back to clean & safe!

Tank Clean: $350
Vacuum sludge - without draining your tank!

UV & Filter Servicing: from $130

  021-832-765
  www.rainman.co.nz

Is your
water tank

CLEAN?

Is your
water SAFE

to drink?

Coromandel Bowling Club
By Judy Campbell

Firstly, I’d like to say thank you to Cindy who wrote up last 
months article while I was away. It was a great article and 
I’m sure many enjoyed it.

I’ve added a photo this month of Layke McNeil, our youngest club 
member and now the Thames Valley Men’s Junior Champion following 
his win in early May in the Champ of Champs Tournament (outlined by 
Cindy in the June article). 

Presentation Day for our 2024/2025 season was held in May with these 
members awarded cups/pins for the following:
• Lindsay Nicholls – Singles Champion
• Lindsay Nicholls/Pam Harris – Pairs Champions
• Shirley Stol/Vi King/Di Burton – Triples Champions
• Linda Wright/Di Burton/Elaine Ashton/Vi King – Fours Champions
• David Weatherley – Singles Champion Men
• Colin Gawith/Jason Dickison – Pairs Champions Men
• Colin Gawith/Jason Dickison/Ernie Groucott – Triples Champions 
• David Weatherley/Danny Goodall/Kevin Stone/Allen Nicholson – 
Fours Champions
• Judy Campbell – Junior Singles Champion
• Judy Campbell/Val Arndt – Junior Pairs champions
• Layke McNeil – Junior Singles Champion Men
• Layke McNeil/John Westray – Junior Pairs Champions Men
• John Carr – Most Improved Player

We had a great turn out for our AGM early June with special presenta-
tions made to Colin Gawith and Cindy Dicks for their tireless work on the 
committee, of which both were now standing down from. There was no 
change in the election of Board members with Jim Dicks being our Club 
President for another year. 

The 2nd of our Winter Cup Challenges against Mercury Bay will be 
held on Thursday 10 July, at Mercury Bay and the CCC (Combined 
Clubs of Coromandel) AGM will be held on Saturday 2 August 2.30pm 
at the Club. 

Planning is also already underway for our 2025/2026 season so if you 
are interested in playing lawn bowls, no matter what level of experience 
you have (or not) you will be very welcome to join us once we get 
underway again.

Most important of all is a big “thank you” to all of our sponsors. We 
had a great season overall and couldn’t have done it without your support.    

Sports Hall
By Bruce Finan

What do we want funding for? 
We are applying for funding to conduct 
a feasibility study into the building of 
a community indoor sports pavilion in Coromandel Town, 
situated on Combined Clubs of Coromandel (CCC) owned land 
at 190 Woolhams Ave.
What are the expected benefi ts or outcomes?
We are seeking funding to have a feasibility study conducted. 
The CCC is the amalgamation of two long standing local clubs 
– Coromandel Bowling Club and the RSA. Total membership 
about 300. The building of a sports pavilion would be a great 
asset to our rurally isolated community that does not currently 
have such an asset. We would be looking to build a sports 
pavilion that houses four x 10 pin bowling alleys, indoor 
bowls, table tennis, badminton, pickle ball, dancing, yoga etc. 
A café in place which will be open to the public, to be leased 
out at an agreed low cost. This would also be available to 
members at special rates and for tournaments that the club runs. 
We would plan to have the pavilion open four days per week to 
the general public, two days per week reserved for community 
groups or private hire and one day per week reserved for the 
use of the four local schools (free of charge).

Proposed sport hall
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CILT
Service Spotlight: Transport Assistance 
Getting to important appointments isn’t 
always easy when you don’t have transport 
– especially in a place like Coromandel 
Town. That’s why CILT offers four types of 
transport support to help keep our community 
connected:
Community Transport Scheme (CTS)
For people attending Te Whatu Ora referred 
hospital or specialist appointments.

We offer petrol vouchers, direct 
payments, or volunteer drivers. You’ll need a 
Community Services Card and proof of your 
appointment letter.
Community Transport Assistance Scheme 
(CTAS)
This scheme offers a fi nancial contribution 
towards your travel costs to other essential 
appointments that are not funded by CTS, 
like dental, optometrists, WINZ, and more. 
There is no Community Services Card 
required, but you must provide proof of your 
appointment.

The Coromandel Community Van—Weekly 
Trip to Thames
Our community van travels to Thames and 
back every Thursday, driven by one of our 
amazing volunteers. Perfect for appoint-
ments, picking up prescriptions, or other 
important errands. A koha is appreciated to 
help keep this service available to everyone.
Van Usage
Our vans are available for use by anyone in 
the community in exchange for a koha. We 
currently have three vans in our fl eet, with 
one van modifi ed with a lift for those with 
wheelchairs or limited mobility.

Need more info or want to book a ride? 
Call us or visit the team at 150 Pound 
Street—we’re here to help.
Te Puāwai – Native Plant Nursery 
Grow native, support local! Are you looking 
to enhance your garden with native New 
Zealand plants? Te Puāwai Native Plant 
Nursery offers a wide selection, including: 
harakeke (fl ax), ti kouka (cabbage tree), 
mahoe, kanuka, manuka, and many more!

Opening hours: Visit us at 150 Pound 
Street (behind the CILT building) on 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday 9am-3pm.
Coromandel Community Van
Our van is back up and running, travelling to 
Thames and back every Thursday! Door-to-

door pick-ups and drop-offs are available 
within Coromandel Town, or you can be 
picked up from our offi ce at 150 Pound 
Street. A koha of $15 for a return trip would 
be appreciated to help keep the service 
accessible.

Departure: 9am from the Resource Centre 
(150 Pound Street). Return: 2pm from Pak ‘n 
Save, Thames

To book a seat, please contact us on 07 
866 8358 or come see us at 150 Pound Street, 
Coromandel. 
Financial Mentoring Service: Manaia and 
Colville
Did you know that our awesome fi nancial 
mentor Treena offers fi nancial mentoring in 
Manaia and Colville once a month? This is 
a great opportunity if you live in or around 
Manaia and Colville, and could use a hand 
with your budget, tackling debt, or just want 
some friendly, practical advice without 
having to travel into Coromandel Town. This 
is a free, confi dential, and non-judgmental 
service.

Treena’s got a big heart, loads of 
knowledge, and a real knack for making 
budgeting less stressful. Call us on 027 316 
4662 to book your appointment.

Coromandel Town Information Centre
We have noticed a drop in our visitors over the past month, 
and we anticipate that over the next couple of months this 
will be similar, each of us have experienced at least one 
zero visitor day since the end of May.

During our quieter months it is a great opportunity to 
shop local and support all our local businesses that are on our back door. 

It’s also a great time to boost the numbers for our local indoor activities that operate 
around town.  

Scrabble group, Chess group, Patchwork & Quilters, Bridge Club, Star n Garter & 
Combined Club’s quiz nights  – have a look around at town notice boards and in the 
Chronicle where they are all listed.

Adult Ballet classes are still running – Coromandel Silver Swans Ballet Class, 
Wednesdays, Citizens Hall, Kapanga Road 10-11.15am, $15.

Yoga, dance, exercise classes and local walking groups run all winter.  
Plenty to keep us busy and active if you want to be.
The Winter Market is held at the Anglican Church Hall on Tiki Road each Saturday.
The Museum is currently closed and will be re-opening in October for the summer 

season.
We have had enquiries from locals looking for dry fi rewood, so if you are a supplier of 

fi rewood please let us know so we can pass on your details.
We have re-commenced our fortnightly spot on CFM radio with updates on what is 

happening within our town every second Tuesday afternoon.  Should you have anything you 
would like to have highlighted please let us know and we can give you a plug.

Keep warm and dry out there, hopefully we have a few more sunny days.

Coromandel Contact Bridge 
Club 
By Judy Bronlund 

Once again I am packing my bag as I will 
be away in July. Other Bridge players are 
also travelling to avoid winter, so I hope 
that enough members are left behind to 
make it worthwhile playing. We have 
been having two tables most nights. 
Visitors are most welcome to join us, also 
we would welcome more local members. 
Contact Jackie as we meet each Monday 
evening at the St John rooms.

Contact Jackie 021 061 6876 

LADY WITH A  
SEWING MACHINE

Do you have some curtains that need hemming?
Minor alterations needed to clothing?

Don’t have a sewing machine? Or can’t sew?
I’m a lady with a sewing machine (and can also hand stitch). 

Contact me by email with information on what you need to get  
stitched up at debbiemorgan1974@me.com.

COROMANDEL TOWN • WHANGAPOUA • MATARANGI • KUAOTUNU • WHITIANGA
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Register your 
dog online 
before 31 July 
2025 to avoid 
late fees.

tcdc.govt.nz/dogs

Red-gister now

vote.nz

YOUR VOICE 
MATTERS,
MAKE IT 
HEARD. Enrol to vote in 

our local election 

eligible at:

tcdc.govt.nz
customer.services@tcdc.govt.nz

Private Bag, 515 Mackay St, Thames
Phone: 07 868 0200

Get our free eNewsletters!
www.tcdc.govt.nz/subscribe

@ThamesCoromandelDistrictCouncil

coromandel_tcdc

TC
DC

JU
LY

20
25

Budgets, projects, rates 
and fees set for 2025/26
Our Council was anticipating adopting 
the Annual Plan at its 24 June meeting, 

Coromandel 
Chronicle went to print.
The Annual Plan sets the budgets, 
project priorities and fees and charges 

30 June 2026.

was also expecting to set the rates for 

a district-wide average increase of 7.7%. 

website at tcdc.govt.nz/RID

July 2025

Coromandel
Our

News from Thames-Coromandel District Council

course we set in our LTP.

tcdc.govt.nz/annualplan2025

Rubbish and 
recycling fees

kerbside collection will 
go up 25 cents to $8.25. 
You can continue to 

In addition, we’re introducing a $5 

The charge to dispose of large 60L bags 

Check out updates to fees and charges 
for other services at tcdc.govt.nz/fees

CAREERS ROADSHOW 2025
The Careers Roadshow 2025 is hitting 
the road in August, stopping in schools 

rangatahi and showcase the career 
opportunities right here in our district.

We’re calling on businesses, educators, 

Interested in taking part? Get in touch 
isla.anderson@tcdc.govt.nz

Together, we can help shape the future 

Roadshow dates and locations:

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Our next Coromandel-Colville Community Board meeting will be on 29 Julyat our service centre, 355 Kapanga Rd, Coromandel Town from 9am.

NEW PLAYGROUND
AT HAURAKI HOUSE

challenges of the wet winter weather.

Matariki stacker logs — ideal for 

coordination and balance — a striking 

and rockers have been retained, 
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Accountants
The Hauraki Taxation Service Limited

For out of town independant accounting advice
Established 1982
Approved agents for Inland Revenue 
Department

Ph/Fax: 07 866-8660
Em: coro@haurakitaxation.co.nz THAMES            WHITIANGA            COROMANDEL

BRENDA FLAY, SOLICITOR:  
Travels to Coromandel on Tuesdays.  

PARTNERS: Hayley Green and Brenda Flay

THAMES OFFICE: 
PHONE: EMAIL: 
COROMANDEL OFFICE:

OUR SERVICES

New businesses in our main street
Wharf Road Variety Store
I went and visited Nathan and Tana, the 
owners of the new Wharf Road Variety 
Store the day before the shop opened on 
Saturday 21 June.

Nathan and Tana moved up to 
Coromandel Town three years ago. Nathan 
knew Coromandel Town as he has family 
from this region.

They looked at businesses for sale but 
they weren’t quite the sort of business they 
wanted to run so they decided to do their 
own thing. Living in Coromandel Town 
they found that they were always having to 
go to Thames or Whitianga to get little bits 
that aren’t available here – they decided 
they wanted to sell some of these things. 
They reached out on Facebook and asked for suggestions and have been able 
to stock some of these items. 

The shop sells a range of toys including board games, Squishmallows, 
Sticki Rolls, and Pokemon cards. There are a whole range of different 
charging cables for your devices. There is a “Local’s Bay” – handmade items 
sold on behalf of locals. They have some custom merch hoodies and tshirts. 
The back of the shop is full of homewares – pick up candles, towels, socks 
and party items.

They are open to suggestions on 
other items they could stock.

At the front of the store – in the 
little alcove – they have some claw 
machines.

It looks like a really fun shop with 
plenty of room and has a great location 
next to Four Square, making it perfect 
to pop in to have a browse or get a few 
bits.

I can see that this shop will be a real 
saviour for families fi nding a present 
for a last minute party invite, or for 
getting a few bits for your next party. 

Open Tuesday to Sunday 9am-4pm 
(winter hours)

Tuateawa Boutique
Tuateawa Boutique opened on King’s Birthday weekend. It is 
located in the previous Jak’s Cafe/Success Café building.

Keri Ivory, who lives in Tuateawa, runs the shop. She 
stocks 100% Indian cotton, handmade clothes. Friends of 
hers make the clothes. They are limited editions. She also 
stocks earrings (some laser cut, some made from bike tubes), 
belts, bags, and dried and cut fl owere from Tara Williams in 
Kennedy Bay.

Keri has been doing local markets for a while, but as 
winter came she thought a shop would be good. She plans 
to operate the store while the building is still available (the 
building is currently for sale).

Keri also is an artist. She does fl ax weaving and mosiacs. 
She has set some up in the front of the shop and will add 
more to this space as she gets settled in. 

I will be back to try some items on!

Open Thursday to Sunday 10.30am-4pm 
(till 3pm on Sundays)

Owners Tana and Nathan

Debbie Morgan, publisher of the Chronicle, went about town to check out three new businesses
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Local elections are this October. This is 
your chance to stand for district or regional 
council and represent your community. If you 
are passionate about your community, and 
want to make a difference, make your stand.

IS BEING 
AN
ELECTED 
MEMBER 
THE JOB 
FOR YOU?

NOMINATIONS OPEN   Friday, 4 July
NOMINATIONS CLOSE  12 noon on Friday, 1 August

To find out more visit:

 tcdc.govt.nz/elections

 waikatoregion.govt.nz/elections

Coromandel Town Supply
The former butcher’s shop in Coromandel 
Town has been turned into a brewery. I was 
intrigued as to what was happening as it was 
painted blue and the windows were covered 
for a long time.

Tony Blackett purchased the shop in 
October 2023 and has practically rebuilt and 
extended the space since. He opened the 
doors and sold his fi rst beer on the last Friday 
of January this year. I’ve been keen to visit, 
and now seemed like a good time.

Tony lived in Coromandel many years 
ago, but ended up leaving for work reasons. 
When he came back to New Zealand he 
and his wife didn’t want to live in a city 
so explored places around two hours from 
Auckland and decided they wanted to be in 
Coromandel Town. They thought that there 

was potential for a small town brewery here. 
The place is fi tted out with wonderful 

brewing equipment custom made to fi t fl oor 
to ceiling. There is no more room in here! 
Chillers and storage is out the back. The 
whole process is carried out here – from 
crushing the grains, brewing to canning the 
end product.

Tony has always been a home 
brewer and has become more serious 
at it over the past decade. He wanted to 
brew a collection that was “Interesting 
but not complicated. Accessible, not too 
scary”.

He offers a tasting paddle – to try 
fi ve of his beers. He says that the beer 
Wild Red is the favourite of people 
who try a tasting paddle. It is a unique, 
interesting beer using a yeast called 
Wilding. 

His best selling beer is called 
Coromandel Gold – if you are a green 
bottle lager drinker, you’re likely 

to enjoy it too. It is lightly hopped with 
Motueka and Riwaka hops.

As well as visiting the brewery to 
purchase, Tony’s brews are on tap at Pepper 
Tree Restaurant and the Star & Garter, on the 
shelf at Bottle-O in Coromandel Town, Puku 
& Kerre’s in Matarangi, Whitianga Fine 
Wines and Cook’s Beach Liquor. 

Early signs for the business are good. The 
Untappd website for beer reviews has good 
ratings, as does Google. He has good local 
support with refi llable bottles for locals and 
also cans for sale.

A website is currently being built, and 
once that is up an running his beer will be 
available for ordering online. Having said 
that, Tony says he isn’t looking for craft beer 
World dominance, he just wants something 
local.

Go and check it out.

Open Wednesday to Saturday 12-6pm 
(winter hours)Tony, owner of Coromandel Town Supply, outside 

his brewery/shop

Some of the brewing equipment The tasting paddle, infront of his cans of beer
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A Beautiful Family by 
Jennifer Trevelyan
A coming-of-age novel 
set in 1980s New 
Zealand, told through 
the eyes of 10 year old 
Alix. During a summer 
holiday, she uncovers 
dark family secrets and 
a local mystery that 
changes how she sees 
the world.
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PO Box 23, 1740 Tiki Road, Coromandel

CRAIG DUDSON
Phone/Fax 866 8814 

A/Hrs 866 8837

Plumbing, Drainlaying and Gasfitting

COROMANDEL
PLUMBING

(1986) LTD

1490 Tiki Road, Coromandel

027 482 1291

Library News
By Jasmine Strauss, Librarian

As the cooler weather sets in, it’s 
the perfect time to pop into the 
library and pick up something new 
to read. We’ve had a fresh delivery 
of books, so there’s always 
something new waiting for you on 
our shelves.

To make room for all these new 
arrivals, we’re currently culling 
some of our older books. These are 
available on our sales shelves, so 
come in and grab a bargain. Every 
purchase supports the library, so 
your contributions are always 
appreciated.

We’re also doing a bit of 
reshuffl ing inside the library. We 
are currently working on updating 
our kids corner to make it more 
welcoming and easier to browse. 
We would love to encourage more 
children to discover the joy of 
reading, so if you have any book 
suggestions or ideas to make the 
space more fun and inviting, we 
would love to hear them.

Our Annual General Meeting is 
coming up!

Join us on Thursday 21 
August at 1.30pm in the TCDC 
meeting room, Coromandel Town. 

It’s a great opportunity to hear 
what’s been happening at the 
library. We’re always looking 
for new committee members so 
if you would like to get involved, 
please come along. We will also 
be holding our general meeting 
straight after the AGM if you 
would like to stick around for that 
too.

As always, we thank you for 
your support and we look forward 
to seeing you in the library soon.
New Books Spotlight
Full Circle by Jenny-May 
Clarkson
A memoir about her journey 
from rural New Zealand to 
becoming a Silver Fern and 
broadcaster, and her personal 
growth in embracing her Māori 
identity.

Hot Spot – Coromandel Volunteer Fire Brigade
By Rob Chappell

Callouts last two months: Te Rerenga car off road, heli pad 
landing, motorcycle crash, car rolled – person trapped, power 
line hanging off pole, request for a ring cutter, entrapment in 
machinery, forest fi re x 2, car fi re, residential alarm, ambulance lift 
assist, car off road, cardiac arrest x 2, alarm activation. 

While some of us were swanning around the planet, back home 
as noted above, our volunteers from Coromandel Town were 
extremely busy. As always, the variety of callouts highlights the 
wide range of training the team need in their armoury. 

Some 21 years ago the very fi rst of what has become an annual 
challenge for fi re personnel across Aotearoa was organised. This 
was to be a challenge race to the top of the Auckland Sky Tower 
some 1,103 steps, 51 fl oors and in full fi refi ghting kit. Not only was 
this to be a timed race, but more importantly the competitors were 
encouraged to raise money for a worthy charity. The worthy cause 
nominated, and which has been unchanged ever since, has been the 
Leukaemia and Blood Foundation. A cancer from which no one is 
immune.

 Every year since, our Coromandel Brigade has risen to this 
challenge and 2025 was no exception, with nine in our team this 
year, each competing in their various age classes against both the 
clock, each other and their fi tness.  

This is a fundraiser, and we thank every person who 
contributed, every dollar goes to help, so a huge thank you all, 
you know who you are, and remember this is annual so we will be 
back! 

Congratulations to our competitors: Max Wirihana-Tawhere, 
Jordan Olliff, Stu Johnson, Shane Walker, Mike Huitema, Chris 
Beard, Luke James, Waylon Brown and CFO Mike Olliff. You did 
our Brigade proud yet again. The district contribution was a total 
of $11,987 toward a National total of $1.9m. In addition, our team 
was fi t enough to all fi nish in the top half of the total competitors. 

It’s winter, you didn’t need me to tell you this but:
1. Did you get your electric blanket tested?
2. Is your chimney clean?
3. Is your house accessible by the big red truck if we have to 

come? 
4. Keep clothes and children away from your heater.
The shortest day is just around the corner – look out for spring.

Car boot 
sale – fi rst 

Saturday of 
each month in 
Woollams Ave 

car park



  

SOLD

SOLD

Kim 
021 533 174 
Licensed Branch 

Manager 

Lynne 
Office 

Administrator

Melissa 
027 249 8287

Licensed  
Salesperson 

Laurie-Ann 
027 927 6368 

Licensed Property  
Manager

151 Kapanga Road, Coromandel
Phone: 07 866 8900  

www.richardsons.co.nz
coromandel@richardsons.co.nz 

A wonderful snapshot of yesteryear. 1,095m2 section featuring private 
lawns/gardens, great parking, double garage with art/studio room. 
Classic circa 1900 Bay Villa… open-plan living, 3brms, 4 decks. $810,000

Look at the SIZE… 176Ha set approx 10kms south of town. This huge 
block has recently had the exotic forestry harvested, while retaining a 
massive enclave of native bush. Sea views and VERY private. $1.395M 

Make this property your holiday/’boaties’ retreat, rental investment, or 
first home! The fenced 610m2 section features a large 2brm home, 2 
decks, double garage, covered BBQ area, and great parking. $675,000

Ohh so close to town. Large open-plan living, separate kitchen, 2brms, 
covered front verandah and single garage. The neighbouring Cross-Lease 
property also for sale… buy one or both!  Currently tenanted. $550,000

Set within an easy walk of town’s amenities, this Cross-Lease property 
offers a private rear yard for additional vehicle/boat parking and/or 
gardens. 2brms, open-plan living, terrace & garage. Tenanted. $550,000

Offering a perfect northerly aspect, this home is set within the ‘Elizabeth 
Park’ village. 2brms, single garage and open-plan living to a covered 
terrace. Flat section with vege gardens & bordering farmland. $475,000

Gulf, gulf, gulf views. Is this property a steal 
at O/O $1.12M? Fantastic 3,306m2 section 
and privacy. Spacious open-plan living, 
decking, 4brms, 2 bthrms, garage/wrkshop. 

Look no more… this perfectly sized lifestyle 
property is set on the outskirts of town. 
7.4150ha, paddocks, small studio, privacy, 
huge imp shed, north/west aspect. $1.25M

Imagine waking to these views every day! 
This fantastic waterfront Wyuna Bay 
property offers an immac 2brm home with 
decking. Permanent, holiday or BnB?  $PBN

+ GST 
(if any) 
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Age Concern Hauraki 
Coromandel
By Jo Sanderson

Last year we held our “knit a square” 
initiative where dozens of blankets were 
made and handed out to those in need. This 
was a resounding success, and we are hoping 
this year will be the same.

This year’s initiative is called “Flowers for 
Friendship”.

We want people to make fl owers from any 
medium – wool, paper, fl ax etc, mounted on a fi rm stem of some 
description that will support the fl ower so they will be able to be 
displayed.

We are going to have a huge celebration in the Civic Centre to 
celebrate the Day of the Older Person on Wednesday 1 October.

We are going to have all the fl owers made arranged in vases 
around the hall for people to come and see, then we will give these 
out to people around our communities who might live alone, are 
lonely, have no money to spend on fl owers, and for those in care 
homes.

During the morning we will also have some dance displays from 
our various dance groups in our areas, and you will have a chance 
to join in as well if you would like.

We are also on the lookout for many old unwanted vases. If you 
have one or know someone who would like to donate one to us, 
please let me know.

Please contact the offi  ce if you would like to know anything further. 
(07) 868 9790 or email info@achc.org.nz

Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel
Contact me anytime
0800 550 330 • scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz

 scottsimpsonmp

Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

Hon Scott Simpson 
MP for Coromandel
King’s Birthday Weekend saw the release 
of the latest list of New Zealanders who 
were recognised with Royal Honours for 
their signifi cant contributions to their fi eld of 
expertise and to the community. 

This is always a highlight of the year as it’s 
one of the ways which we can spotlight these 
incredible individuals. As always, residents 
from the Coromandel electorate were among the honourees, with 
Wayne Wright of Ōmokoroa being awarded an ONZM for Services 
to Education and Philanthropy, and Ross Cooper of Waihi receiving a 
KSM for Services to Rugby.

Earlier in the year, we had six members of our communities 
acknowledged for their services in the New Year’s Royal Honours 
List. These stalwarts of our community have recently been to their 
investiture ceremonies in Auckland and Wellington, where the Gover-
nor-General offi cially presented them with their honour. It’s the fi nal 
step in the Royal Honours process and it’s an opportunity to share the 
achievement with friends and family, as well as a time to refl ect on 
what it took to get there.

Hearty congratulations to all our recent honourees and those 
who have attended their investiture ceremonies. Our communities 
would not be the same without your efforts, as well as the countless 
volunteers who give back to our region.

In political news, last month the Government released the annual 
Budget, which confi rmed that New Zealand’s economy is recovering 
due to National’s careful management. 

The past few years have been tough, but the economic indicators 
are improving, which will fl ow through to everyday Kiwis. Infl ation 
and interest rates are down, wages are growing faster than infl ation, 
and growth is expected to average 2.7%, creating 240,000 new jobs 
over the next few years.

We’re also helping people with the cost of living. From 1 July the 
income abatement threshold to be eligible for the maximum rebate 
for SuperGold Cardholders and their households will be lifted from 
$31,510 to $45,000 – about the rate for a couple receiving superannu-
ation. That will help up to 66,000 more SuperGold Cardholders with 
their rates payments.

A growing economy, combined with careful economic 
management, is good for people here in the Coromandel and New 
Zealanders across the country.  

For David, thank you*

The kindness of strangers
By Mo Irvine ©
Whenever things seem greyer than usual,
dull clouds scudding and scraping across
a bleak fi rmament, rain leaking down
onto waterlogged earth where small creatures
strive to keep their heads above the muddied ground,
the kindness of a stranger sparkles like jewels
cast upon barren land
bringing joy into a day that will not be forgotten.

* As friends will be aware, my husband, John, is currently in the 
care of the lovely people at Phoenix House. One of his visitors there 
is a lovely person, unknown to me, who unexpectedly arrived at my 
door, all the way from Coromandel Town, a couple of weeks ago, 
to offer a couple of hours help with our currently unruly garden. It 
turned out John had mentioned to him that I’d been struggling with 
the grass, which was approaching knee-height, and I’d been unable 
to keep it in check after the tremendous amount of rain we’d been 
having up here. I was having a bit of a “down day” when he arrived, 
and I was so grateful for his help that day. His kindness led me to 
write this poem.

POETRY
SPOT
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OPEN 7 DAYS
50 WHARF ROAD, COROMANDEL

YOUR  
LOCAL  
FRESH  
GROCER

COROMANDEL

 to 

All applications must be completed and submitted with 
supporting documents within the deadline.

Inaugural Hauraki Māori 
Business Awards 2025
Announcing the Inaugural Hauraki 
Māori Business Awards on Friday 17 
October, at the Silver Fern Farms Event 
Centre in Te Aroha.

This historic event is a major 
milestone – a celebration of the 
excellence, innovation, and resilience of 
Māori businesses across Pare Hauraki. 

It’s more than just an awards night – it's a time to uplift, 
showcase, and connect our Māori enterprises both locally 
and nationally.

This kaupapa is about recognising success, but also 
nurturing growth and the interconnectedness of iwi 
businesses for the next generation.

Whether you're a business owner, supporter, or 
simply passionate about Māori achievement – nau mai, 
haere mai!

Event Date: Friday 17 October
Venue: Silver Fern Farms Event Centre, Te Aroha
Award Applications: Open now (close Friday 5 

September)
Tickets: $200 each
Further information is available on the website: www.

tamatera.iwi.nz, navigate to the Business Awards tab – 
where you will be able to view the categories, complete 
an application for your business, and purchase tickets.

Me huihui mai tātou ki te whakanui me te whakapiki i 
te pakihi Māori ki Hauraki.

Mauri ora!

Ngāti Tamaterā, admin@tamatera.iwi.nz

The Colville Project 
Water tank installation 
on-site in Colville at The 
Colville Project
It is great to share that the 
installation of the water 
tanks resourced and donated 
by Chris Ogilvie, is now 
completed.  Our thanks go 
out again to Chris for this 
valuable resource, and to 
Richard Campbell who donated his labour 
to enable the completion of the installation. 

Thanks also to the CILT Bizarre grant for supporting this installation 
fi nancially. We are grateful for the Bizarre’s long held vision of supporting 
community initiatives and development. This support has certainly helped The 
Colville Project reach this tangible on-site target. 

This water tank project milestone enables the following outcomes: 
1. Enhanced water security and resilience: provides water to ensure a more 

consistent water supply for TCP activities and for community needs during 
emergencies.

2. Emergency preparedness: the capacity to store 60,000 litres of water 
improves our community’s ability to respond to emergencies like wildfi res or 
natural disasters.

3. Supporting community and environmental initiatives and activities: 
provides on-site water for community-focused initiatives (including pest and 
weed management, and environmental restoration); and for our kauri footstation. 

Clearing the site
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gdemus@outlook.com

Scott Revell

Coromandel Garden Circle
By Sheana Goudie

Well, winter has really hit over the last week 
or so, but surprisingly there are still many 
fl owers around and vegetables to harvest. 
Since our last meeting the new committee 
have met and created the programme for 
2025-2026. Big thanks to Jeni who has 
voluntarily stepped into the role of Convenor, 
which was left vacant at our AGM. 

This month we had Francine Hills from 
Age Concern Hauraki Coromandel as our 
speaker. She spoke to us about emergency 
response plans, what we needed to know if 
an emergency happens, and what is needed 
to keep us safe and healthy for at least three 
days. Her tips and ideas were very down 
to earth and also very reassuring for those 
amongst us who already had the bones of 
our emergency kits. She reinforced ideas of 
some of the resources most of us have on 
hand, such as our phones and how they could 
be used to store so much information in a 
variety of emergency situations, as well as 
reminding us to check use by dates on things 
such as food, water and fi rst aid kits. Francine 
also spoke about the importance of touching 
base with our neighbours, perhaps planning 
and sharing emergency kits together, and 
checking on our neighbours in an emergency 
situation. A Household Emergency Checklist 
was given out along with a goody bag of 

items by Francine’s helper, Jo Sanderson. 
Both these lovely ladies were happy to 
answer questions at afternoon tea and so 
thank you for your information.  

Our June meeting activities started with 
another quiz centred around plants and 
gardening with the winning team members 
each receiving a lovely box of scented 
soaps. We then opened up to forum time 
which covered a number of topics focussed 
on plants that will grow in dry and shady 
areas including hydrangeas, clivias, the 
Rengarenga lily, bromeliads, dahlias and 
many more. The mix of questions asked, 
ideas, solutions and tips given, are always 
helpful to our members. One great tip for 
people who grow Chatham Island For-get-
me-nots is to tip a bucket of sea water over 
them occasionally and watch them fl ourish – 
try this on your asparagus and spinach too!

The results of the competitions for June 
were as follows:

Single Bloom: 1st Lorraine L, 2nd Jeni M, 
3rd Sally R

Multi Bloom: 1st Medrina J, 2nd Jeni M / 
Sheana G, 3rd Lorraine L

Mini Bloom: 1st Sally R, 2nd Annette S, 
3rd Medrina J

Three Of A Kind: 1st Jeni M, 2nd 
Lorraine L, 3rd Cindy 
D

Arrangement – 
Spot the Kitchen 

Utensil: 1st Tracy K, 2nd Annette S, 3rd Jill 
R

Special – An Indoor Plant: 1st Medrina J, 
2nd Lorraine L, 3rd Annette S

Thank you to all those who have paid their 
subs so quickly, and intending members, our 
subs are only $20! This works out to less than 
$2 a meeting and where else can you listen to 
a speaker, have fun learning and sharing from 
each other, enjoy visits to gardens in and out 
of Coromandel, purchase a ticket or two in 
our monthly raffl es and a sales table where 
members share plants, cuttings, harvests from 
our garden and other items at very reasonable 
prices, and meet lots of lovely people. You 
don’t even have to know anything about 
gardening, so don’t be shy about coming 
along.  

Next Meeting: Wednesday 9 July   
Venue: Meet in at The Clubrooms 
Start Time: 12pm
Activity: Mid-Winter Christmas Finger 

Food Lunch
Guest Speaker: Doug Parker speaking 

about trapping and pest control.
Competitions: Arrangement: It’s All Fake. 

Special: Showy Citrus.

Offset your energy costs 
& enjoy backup support 
with a battery storage 
solar energy system. 
Call the specialists now

SOLAR ENERGY 
www.goodenergy.co.nz

Email:  info@goodenergy.co.nz
Phone 021 606835
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MUSSELS &  
CHIPS $20

RIGATONI WITH 6 FRESH  

MUSSELS, CHILLI, GARLIC,  

THYME, TOMATO, PARMESAN

$25
RIGATONI WITH CHICKEN, 

MUSHROOMS, CREAM AND 

PARMESAN 

$25
BANGERS & 
MASH $20

CONDITIONS APPLY

PASTA
6 BATTERED MUSSELS,  

TARTARE & LEMON

LAMB SAUSAGES,  
ONION, GRAVY

DINE IN OR TAKEAWAY - 7 DAYSDINE IN OR TAKEAWAY - 7 DAYS

CONDITIONS APPLY

MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
DINE IN OR TAKEAWAY

GET YOUR PIZZA LOYALTY CARD  
BUY 10 GET ONE FREE 

WINTER
PIZZA

$15
MASH & CARROTS $25

$25MASH, APPLE SAUCE,  

GRAVY, SAUERKRAUT

CONDITIONS APPLY

PORK HOCK 

OR CRUMBED 
PORK CHOP

DINE IN OR TAKEAWAY - 7 DAYS

CONDITIONS APPLY
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BUILDING CENTRE

PH: 866 8848
“We’ll see you right”

Natural Medical Centre  

For appointments,                                                                                                                                   
phone or text: 021 046 1647
or email: annk-b@ps.gen.nz 

www.naturalmedicalcentre.co.nz           

Ann Kerr-Bell
B.Hlth.Sc. (Comp.Med.)
Adv.Dip.Naturopathy

Adv.Dip.Med.Herb. MNZAMH

Naturopath
Medical Herbalist

Nutritionist 
Massage Therapist

JOHNSTON FENCING

PHONE ROSS
021 395 900

Ann’s Good News, Naturally
Gut immunity health – is your liver coping 
with a toxic World?
When a toxic molecule enters your body through 
your intestine, it is sent to the liver, your primary 
organ for processing and eliminating waste 
molecules. Most toxic molecules, whether from 
the outside (exotoxins e.g. drugs), or produced 
inside your body (endotoxins – e.g., used up hormones), undergo a 
two-phase process in the liver, that renders the molecule less toxic and 
more easily eliminated. 

Liver Phase One Detox Pathway – Liver enzymes called 
cytochromes change the molecular structure of the drug or toxin 
by oxidizing it, creating a molecule which is less toxic, more water 
soluble, for easy excretion through the kidneys or gut, and unlikely to 
be reabsorbed through cell membranes.

Liver Phase Two Detox Pathway – Liver cells take molecules 
that have been changed through Phase One activities and attach other 
molecules to the altered toxin. Essential specifi c protein molecules 
directly support the nutrient dependent Phase Two detox pathway. This 
creates a larger, less toxic molecule, less likely to stick to healthier cells, 
and is easier to remove from a healthy body as a waste material. 

Proper elimination of toxins only occurs when Phase One is 
immediately followed by Phase Two detoxifi cation, sort of like a 1-2 
punch. Even in starvation, Phase One continues to act upon circulating 
toxins. However, Phase Two is nutrient dependent, without which it 
becomes rapidly ineffi cient or exhausted. 

We know that many cancers occur when carcinogens are repeatedly 
altered by Phase One detoxifi cation without undergoing Phase Two 
transformation. In many cases modestly toxic and carcinogenic 
molecules are activated and become more toxic when they go through 
Phase One without continuing into Phase Two processing. So, like 
many things in life, detoxifi cation must be kept in balance for good 
health to be maintained.

Although your liver detoxifi cation plays a key role in elimination 
of toxins, it’s just one important link in the chain of events required 
for effective molecular waste removal. Once the liver has processed 
toxins for elimination, most waste molecules are placed in the bile 
and sent to your gallbladder awaiting orders for the next step in 
their journey out of your body. After every meal, bile should fl ow 
vigorously out of gallbladder into the small intestine. Without 
dietary fi bre, gallbladder sludge converts into stones, toxins will 

be reabsorbed into small intestines and back into liver. Love your 
liver-prevent gallstones, which are preventable. Say no to the surgery 
– I can help. 
Risk factors
• Diet high in sugar, junk food. Dehydration.
• Hormonal imbalance. Your liver sorts out your hormones. Don’t 
block its ability to function, with use of dominant drugs, such as 
hormone replacements etc. Natural medicine is effective. Oral contra-
ceptive drugs negatively infl uence the reproductive system and more.
• Physical phenomena – (ionizing radiation electromagnetic fi elds). 
• Chemicals that are not bio-identical to the human cell. e.g., pharma-
ceuticals and vaccines, drugs such as alcohol, vapes, cigarettes etc., 
• Xenobiotics e.g., pesticides, fungicides, food colorings, fl avorings 
and preservatives. 
• Leaky gut – the liver becomes overloaded by having to process 
improperly digested food, molecules, microbial debris, and infl amma-
tory chemicals released by an overworked immune system.
Signs and symptoms
There are many – chronic fatigue, reproductive disorders, poor 
concentration/memory, muscle aches, “shitty livered”, recurrent 
infections, infl ammatory bowel, enlarged stomach with right sided 
discomfort, yellow eyes, fatty liver, itchy genitals and many more.
How healthy are your cells?
Live Blood Screening – seeing is believing.

Minerals depleted? www.activeelements.com Username-259077 
Password – 579819.

I offer:
• Treatment required for supporting the detox pathways. 
• Personalized programmes.
• Naturopathy, nutrition, medicinal grade nutritional supplements, 
herbal medicine, bach fl owers, homoeopathy, aromatherapy, 
kinesiology, investigative lab tests, refl exognosy, and assorted 
massage/body work.
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Do you or someone you know have what 
it takes to represent your community? 
Candidate nominations open on 4 July.

Find out more 
tcdc.govt.nz/elections

VOTE
LOCAL ELECTIONS

2025
PŌTI
NGA PŌTITANGA Ā

2025

Patchwork & Quilters 
By Sue Smith

Our latest workshop was tutored by one 
of our members, Jill, making Thread 
Rolls – zippered compartments for 
keeping those threads together or using 
in another way . Some of our ladies have 
chosen to keep their smaller sewing 
accessories in these rolls. Brilliant idea.  
Another fun class.

We meet at the St John Ambulance 
Rooms on the 1st and 3rd Monday of 
each month, 9.30am to 3.30pm. Feel 
free to call in and see what we are up to.

Contact – President, Fiona Neal 027 373 
6991 or Secretary, Michaela Green 021 
0287 1879

SPCA Fill the Bucket campaign
By Ange Tarr

I wanted to bring 
the SPCA Fill The 
Bucket campaign to 
Coromandel Town 
as I think it is a very 
worthy cause. So 
fi rst I approached 
Chris Beard, 
owner/operator of 
Coromandel Four 
Square, who gave his 
permission to collect 
donations outside the 
entrance to his store. 
I also approached 18 
small local businesses 
asking for them to 
have a donation collection jar on their countertops.

I was later invited down to SPCA Thames for a tour 
around their centre. They have so many kittens, cats, 
puppies and dogs all urgently needing adoption. 

The SPCA relies on volunteers and community 
funding and donations to keep operating. A big 

problem and factor is people not desexing their 
animals which has lead to unprecedented numbers of 
unwanted, neglected and abandoned animals.

The Fill the Bucket campaign in Coromandel 
Town ran over the weekend of Friday 30 May to 
Sunday 1 June, total was $1,725 raised! Thank you 
everyone for helping the animals in need.
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We are looking for a trustworthy and experienced
housekeeping team of two to manage the cleaning and
general upkeep of our holiday home/rental property.
Well paid. Please email daisy.smith@ipinteriors.co.nz  
or call 02041203223 if you are interested.

Housekeeping Team Wanted
– Holiday Home Management (Team of Two)

Mark Gaia   021 295 5532      07 866 8157
COROMANDEL     gaiadecorators@gmail.com
www.gaiadecorators.co.nz

Real Estate Matters
Q. As a vendor, do I need to advise of alterations and 
un-consented modifi cations to my home at time of listing 
or doing the appraisal? Or can I just wait and see if the 
salesperson spots the issues?

A. Essentially – yes
When marketing your property you are required to be honest 

around defects, and even some repairs. Not maintenance work.
No longer can it be said “buyer beware”. The Fair Trading Act 

is very specifi c about misleading or unfounded comments. Selling 
privately or by realtor, the purchaser is protected from misleading 
or non disclosed issues of the property.

When deciding to put your property on the market, you need to 
be open and honest with the salesperson as to faults, repairs, leaks 
and non consented works. The salesperson is most likely going to 
fi nd them anyway, especially when they compare the property to 
the TCDC records.

The information may or may not have a bearing on the value of 
the property. The truth is we are all better to set off on the process 
with open dialogue. The issues do not stop the selling. However, 
everyone is better off knowing beforehand rather than later.

When you sign the Agency Agreement to sell your home, you 
are signing a legal document. Which is why you are advised to 
seek legal advice prior to signing. You sign a declaration that you 
have disclosed leaks, alterations, matters where you have given 
consent to the neighbours to do works which may affect your 
property landscape or views etc. Especially where the neighbours 
required consent from you to be able to do the work.

Any major repairs to the roof, windows walls etc to repair leaks; 
you should provide evidence that it was completed by a trades-
person, in other words receipts or plans of the work done. This 
information puts people's minds at rest as to the quality of work 
done etc.

To not disclose may affect the purchaser's ability to insure, or 
obtain the loan. Yet if the information was addressed prior, then the 
appropriate process could be worked through. Banks and insurance 
companies do not like surprises or misleading applications.

In this day and age people are able to acquire masses of 
information from many sources. People expect disclosures, they 
expect and by law are entitled to honest transparent transactions 
when purchasing property.

Keep things simple, be honest and disclose. The salesperson 
can then advise buyers of what they need to do in order to be able 
to buy the property. Should people fi nd after they settle and move 
in, that they have not been dealt with fairly, they will be greatly 
upset. Pre disclosure ensures no surprises. Ensures the purchase 
was completed with full knowledge and all risks accessed, to move 
forward with peace of mind.

Should you wish to discuss these or other real estate matters, 
contact Glenn Wells - Licensed Agent. Harcourts Coromandel 
(licensed REAA 2008) glenn.wells@harcourts.co.nz or 0800 735 788

Coromandel Museum  
By Maureen Kimber  

After an extremely busy holiday period, we 
held our AGM on 1 June to ratify our  new 
constitution and fi nancial account year, also 
to appoint our committee for the coming 
season, due to open on the fi rst weekend in 
October.

Our committee is as follows: President – 
Jennie James, Vice-President – Judy Bronlund,  Secretary – Maureen 
Kimber, Treasurer – Raewyn McKinney,  Committee members – 
Joanna Platt, Denise Campbell and John Walker. We welcome John 
to our committee with his expertise as a fi refi ghter in Coromandel.  
Fran Wyllie was appointed as a life member. Susan Swan retired as a 
long standing committee member and we sincerely thank her for her 
important input over the years.

Having now listed the important players, I have to report that 
both our President and Vice-President will fl y the coop for warmer 
climes and have left us lesser mortals to work very hard towards our 
re-opening function.

Our Museum month – long displays proved to be a great success, 
and our fi rst one of the new season will be called “Coromandel 
Granite”. Most people don’t realise the importance that our granite 
played in the life of New Zealand, including the Auckland Railway 
Station, the Wellington Beehive and so much more – if you have not 
yet got a copy of Lindsay Garmson’s book you will fi nd it fascinating.  
We hope to do justice in making the Museum’s opening display 
informative and interesting.

A later topic will feature “Sewing for the Family” so that should 
prove to be an eye-opener for our younger members of the community 
and bring back memories for a lot of grandmothers and great-grand-
mothers.

Karen and Brian McMillan presented one of two pieces of local 
artwork to the Museum when the drapery ceased to function in town, 
one piece now resides in the Star and Garter and the other is going to 
be rehoused in Hauraki House.

We thank them for their agreement to the relocation, and will be 
having a small ceremony later when our two committee principals 
return from their holidays. Further news in the next Chronicle. So it’s 
goodbye from us and don’t forget that we will always open up the 
Museum  for group bookings throughout the winter – just check our 
Facebook page or call the Information Centre for advice.



Maria
Sales Consultant

022 081 5817

Maria Blundell
Raewyn
Raewyn Trail

Sales Consultant
021 0201 9111

Glenn
Sales Manager

0800 735 788

Glenn Wells Caro Reid
Caro

Sales Consultant
021 0291 5531

07 866 8260
105 Kapanga Road,
Coromandel

Coromandel Beaches Realty Ltd
Licensed REAA 2008

OUROffice

Te MataStunner | ForSale$995,000
Te Mata 12 Te Mata Drive

Privacy inLittleBay | ForSale$785,000
Little Bay 973 & 975 Tuateawa Road

FulfillingHolidayDreams | ForSale$570,000
Little Bay 21 Kayes Crescent

LaidBackLittleBayLifestyle | ForSale$565,000
Little Bay 5/21 Waikawau Beach Road

HiddenSanctuary | ForSale$749,000
Coromandel 19 Flays Road

MustHave Investment | ForSale$749,500
Coromandel 668 Wharf Road

CoastalLiving,Redefined | ForSale$799,000
Tuateawa 20 Puriri Place

MotivatedVendor | ForSale$799,000
Tuateawa 56 Waihirere Drive

PriceReduced,TimeToBuy |ForSale$550,000
Coromandel 200 Edward Street

Fisherman’sRetreat |ForSale$460,000
Port Charles 24 Adlor Hill Road

GorgeousLocation |ForSale$449,000
Wyuna Bay 105 Huihana Lane

ForThoseWithHeart &Soul |ForSale$999,000
Coromandel 40 Victoria Street

OutstandingRefurbishedRetreat |ForSale$629,000
Kennedy Bay 1182 Kennedy Bay Road

LittleBayStunner | ByNegotiation
Little Bay 986 Tuateawa Road

JUST
LISTED

JUST
LISTED

JUST
LISTED

JUST
LISTED

JUST
LISTED

Te MataStunner | ForSale$995,000Privacyc inLittt leBay | ForSale$785,000

HiddenSanctuaryr | ForSale$749,000MustHave Investment | ForSale$749,500
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Thames Animal Rescue 
By Alice aand John Parris  

Firstly thank mews to everyone who has generously 
donated food to the cats, it’s truly a life saver and a 
huge blessing. Thanks too for the fi nancial blessings, 
we are really blessed by our commmunity and are so 
grateful. We had a very nice donation of frozen chicken 
mince gifted to the cats, sadly as it defrosted before 
we collected it it became inedible and very smelly. 
Sadly perishables like that need to be kept frozen or in 
a fridge. Donations may be better made by gifting us 
a Pak’n Save card with a note on envelope to say what 
they wish us to buy,

With winter truly here our elderly long termers feel 
the cold through their bodies – they are old, frail and 
fi nd comfort in cosy laps and beds. Tutu spends days 
on dad’s lap and nights on top of mum’s blankets and 
all the rescue kitties have snuggle spots and cosy beds. 
Like us humans we all ache over the winter months and 
we buy kitten biscuits for them. We also have to get 
some fl ea and worm treatments for all in our unit and 
our funds are in a very very low state so this expense 
could well end up on my credit card along with getting 
another washing machine due to ours blowing up 
unceremoniously. Hand washing in sink is no fun at all. 

 Wanted: cat food tinned, salmon, sachets, sardines, 
pet milk, cat toys, kitten biscuits. 

Any fi nancial blessings Thames Animal Rescue 
Team 06 0457 0095150 01 with reference of where you 
would like us to spend the blessing.

Meow furr now.

Any enquiries to Thames Animal Rescue ph 07 868 
2907, afternoons best

JAME
DRAINAGE LTD

www.jamesdrainage.co.nz

Commercial sections 
and units available

For details please visit
www.coromandelbusinesspark.co.nz

Excavators | Tip Trucks | Bobcats 
Auger & Chain digger hire 
Skip Bins | STMS Services  

Septic Tank Services | Portaloo Hire

1020 Tiki Road, Coromandel
p. (07) 866 8308

e. jamesdrainage@xtra.co.nz

be@manaretreat.com | 608Manaia Road,
Coromandel NewZealand, 3581

+64 (07) 866 8972

Bookings: www.manaretreat.com

Open Floor Community Dance AUG 5 & 19th |TIME: 10:00-11:45AMth

JUNE 23- JULY 28

AUG 1 - 4

AUG 8 - 10

AUG 12 - 14

AUG 15 - 17

AUG 21 - 24

AUG 29 31

SEP 5 - 7

SEP 12 - 14

SEP 15 - 20

Winter Rest Period (Centre CLOSED).

MidWinter Relaxation Retreat with Jessica Dziwulska

August Relax andWellnessWeekendwith theMana Team

Hormonal Harmony Retreat: Understanding, Empowering, and Celebrating Change

Shiatsu Retreat

Release, Replenish, Restore with Fiona Liu

Alive –Open Floor Dance & Yogawith Sacha andNeal

ReWILD forMen Retreat with JaimeHowell

Yoga Retreat with Juliet Forch

Mindful Self Compassion with Anna Friis andMara Elwood

Mana
Kia ora koutou – warm greetings to you all,

We extend our heartfelt thanks to everyone who joined us for our Winter 
Working Bee. Gathering together at the time of the solstice is always special – a 
chance to give back to the land and celebrate our community.

A friendly reminder that the centre is now closed for our annual winter rest 
period. Our response times may be slower than usual during this time of rejuvena-
tion. We will resume our regular rhythm on Thursday 31 July.

As we settle into this quiet season of refl ection, we’d like to share a poem that 
speaks to the quiet beauty and deep wisdom of winter – a gentle reminder of the 
gifts that come with stillness and rest:
“I Am Listening” 
By Macrina Wiederkehr
The trees have shed their colorful autumn robes.
Winter is raging through the dark, empty branches
and I am listening.
I am listening to the roar and to the quiet of winter.
I am listening to a beauty that sometimes remains unseen.
I am listening.
I am listening to the seed hidden in the earth.
I am listening to the dark swallowing up the light.
I am listening to faith rising out of doubt.
I am listening to the need to believe without seeing.
I am listening.
I am listening to the season of contemplation,
to the urgency of our world’s need for refl ection.
I am listening to all that waits within the earth,
to bulbs and seeds,
to deep roots dreaming.
I am listening to the sacred winter rest.
Open Floor Dance
Open Floor Dance returns to the Mana Octagon in August. Join 
us for a morning of embodied expression, open to all bodies and 
backgrounds. No experience needed. Simply come as you are.
Time: 10-11.45am. Cost: $20-$25 (sliding scale). Dates: Tuesdays
5, 19, 26 August.

Sending blessings for a peaceful winter season. We look 
forward to reconnecting with you soon.

Arohanui, The Mana Team

www.manaretreat.com, 07 866 8972, be@manaretreat.com, 
608 Manaia Road, Coromandel
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 W A N T
NATIVE NURSERY & EDIBLES
WAITAIA RD, KUAOTUNU

A wide range of beautiful natives,  
palms and fruit trees.

Potting mix, compost, mulch, chook manure. 
Open Thursday- Sunday 8.30-4.30 or by phone appointment
Please phone Colin Hill 07 869 5910 or Cam on 021 620 798

For a professional & friendly 
everyday taxi service & more!

Ph: 027 376 4466
Email: corotaxis3506@gmail.com

www.corotaxi.co.nz

Coromandel to Thames 
Connector Shuttle
MONDAY, WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY

8am – depart Coromandel
9.10am – arrive Thames
2 hours of shopping!
11.15am – depart Thames
Click & collect service available!
Bookings essential. 

Embroiderers’ Guild
By Heather Arthur:

Another surprisingly good turnout to 
our regular monthly meeting despite the 
threatening winter weather.

Each month we have a tutor take us 
on a journey to produce a new article 
to keep us gaining knowledge and creating more lovely pieces 
of stitching. The fi nished articles vary from mats to bags, 
doorstops, pouches, pictures and a variety of other useful and 
decorative pieces all organised by our tutors from within our 
own group of exceptionally talented stitchers.

Late May was a Snutki class, a Polish spider stitch which 
Vi King taught us and not many of us had heard about. A most 
enjoyable class and very pretty and lacy-like with the last part of 
cutting away around the edges surely challenging our nerves to 
not accidentally snip the stitching. 

The June class will be making a pulled thread bag with Helen 
Pearce our tutor. This is traditional stitching also known as 
drawn thread work. It creates an openwork effect achieved by 
simply using thread (and needle) to pull on the threads without 
cutting or removing threads from the material. The result is an 
intricate lace like design. Looking forward to that class too.  

The monthly workstream which Heather Constantine is 
taking, showing us new stitches every month is producing some 
lovely pieces. Again several fi nished pieces were on the Show 
and Tell table this month – two more pouches, a book cover and 
the Kowhai fl owers. 

Half way through the year with lots more fun and interesting 
classes to come.

We meet on the fi rst 
Wednesday of the month 
in the Coromandel St 
John rooms at 10am. 
For more information 
you can contact Helen 
on 07 866 8460 or email 
coromadelembroidery1@
gmail.com

Christ Church
From the desk of Father Andy

Greetings from Porto in Portugal. John and I have 
completed our Camino from Saint Jean de Pied de Port 
on the French side of the Pyrenees through to Santiago 
in the north western corner of Spain. “Camino” means 
path, way or road and our route took us through many beautiful cities, 
towns and villages over a total of 779 km. 

The Camino has been popular for over 1000 years as a pilgrimage 
route because it is reputed that the mortal remains of one of the apostles 
of Jesus, James the Greater are kept in the grand cathedral there. Once 
we had arrived in Santiago we attended the Pilgrim’s Mass and paid our 
respects at the shrine of St. James … it was a very moving occasion and 
hoards of people joined us there as they do each day throughout the year.

The signifi cance of the Camino will vary for each individual but for me 
it was an opportunity to get just a little nearer to the source of my faith. 
St. James was very close to Jesus and was chosen to share some special 
moments with him; he was present at the Transfi guration and in the Garden 
of Gethsemane on the night when he was betrayed and condemned. In a 
strange kind of way kneeling before the shrine of one who walked and 
talked with the Lord so many years ago enabled me to feel close to the 
same Christ who bids us come ever close to his loving heart.

It’s interesting that so many people want to get close to their idols and 
I remember my late sister going wild at the thought of getting to touch the 
arm of one of the “Beatles” way back in the 1960’s.

We don’t have to walk 779 km to get nearer to Jesus Christ though, 
neither do we have to wait around the stage door to see him. In the 
Gospel he says clearly  “Come to me, all you that are weary and I will 
give you rest”. And elsewhere in the sacred scriptures he says “Listen! 
I am standing at the door, knocking; if you hear my voice and open the 
door, I will come in to you and eat with you, and you with me”. The 
beauty of the Christian faith is that we don’t have to go in search for God, 
rather God is always searching for us because we are his loving creation 
and desires the very best for us and that is possible when we open the 
door of our hearts to him and fi nd our true rest, our true fulfi lment in life 
in his company.

May God bless you richly during the winter months.
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Coromandel Area 
School
Board elections – get 
involved!
By Brianna Taylor, 
Board Chair
We’re excited to announce 
the upcoming Triennial 
Board Elections and Student Representa-
tive Election for Coromandel Area School. 
These elections are a vital part of ensuring 
our school remains a strong, student-focused 
learning community.

We’re calling on parents, caregivers, 
whānau, and community members who are 
passionate about education and supporting 
our tamariki to consider standing for the 
board. This is a great opportunity to make a 
real difference in our school’s future.

Key dates and nomination details:
Nominations open: Friday 18 July
Nominations close: (at 12pm) Wednesday 6 
August
Election Day: Wednesday 10 September
Board Takes Offi ce: Wednesday 17 
September.

If you’d like to learn more 
about what it means to be a board 
member or student representa-
tive, please get in touch with 
our Returning Offi cer, Yvette, 
at y_storey@coroarea.school.nz, 
or collect an information brochure 
from the school offi ce.

Let’s work together to shape the 
future of Coromandel Area School!
Creative Projects at CAS
By Claire Johnson, 
Community Arts Liaison
Our school has been getting a 
fabulous splash of colour with our 
new eye-catching murals. The fi rst 
four were created at the end of last 
year with Brigita from Manabell. A group 
of students spent a lot of time planning what 
they would like to see on our school walls. 
The three murals at the front of school were 
to show our school value, Identity – our awa, 
Waiau, our maunga, Moehau and our moana, 
Tikapa. The library mural was to show our 
values Empower and Connect, an area that 
inspires our learning with Māori Atua and 
what they represent. The murals were then 

painted by Brigita and the students. 
This year’s mural is being created by 

Emma Evangeline. Tamariki from Room 4 
wanted to base the idea on our recent trip to 
Waiaua waterfall, the beauty of Coromandel, 
the native plants, insects and animals that live 
here and our literacy learning focus, which 
was all about Patupaiarehe and shapeshifters. 
Emma has had lots of helpers and enjoys 
connecting with students of all ages around 
art and being creative.

Both artists and their artwork have 
really inspired our tamariki. You will 
often fi nd students standing by the art 
work, discussing what they can see, 
sharing stories and getting ideas to create 
their own art. It’s created a really special 
place for staff, students, parents and 
visitors to enjoy. 

We would love to connect with more local 
artists and community members around 
creative projects, so please reach out to 
Claire at c_johnson@coroarea.school.nz to 
have a chat

Colville Pre-school
Te koohungahungao te 
Uumangawhaa o Ngaa 
Waka
By Belinda Williams, Senior Teacher

Ka whaangai, ka tupu, ka puaawai. To nurture, to grow, to blossom
Tena koutou community.
We’re excited to let you know we still have space at Colville Bay 

Preschool for new tamariki. 
Are you looking for a nurturing learning environment that values 

free play and focuses on dispositional learning? 
Are you wanting your tamaiti to develop strong 

dispositions like resilience, courage, confi dence, 
curiosity, respect and empathy (just to name a 
few)?

We offer a range of learning opportunities 
designed to support every tamaiti. Our curriculum 
is inspired by Te Whaariki, our early childhood 
curriculum and focuses on creating meaningful, 
play based experiences that refl ect each child’s 
unique interests and strengthens.

Big feelings, big learning, this has become a 
special focus for our tamariki since the introduc-
tion of a new book called “The Colour Monster” 
by Anna Llenas. A very confused monster needs 

help to sort his feelings out using different colours in a fun and 
gentle way.

It’s a light hearted picture book exploring colours that relate to a 
feeling and this is helping our tamariki identify how best to express 
their big feelings in a safe and supportive way. 

As we enter the season of Matariki, we’re taking time to refl ect, 
connect and celebrate. Our kumara are almost ready to harvest and 
excitement is building as we soon join Colville School to celebrate 
this special time together. 

We welcomed Marlow and celebrated George’s 5th birthday, 
saying farewell as he ventures off to Colville School. 

If you’re thinking about early childhood care and education for 
your little one, now is a great time to pop in 
and say hi. Come check out what we’re up 
to and see if this is the right place for you 
tamaiti.

Open Tuesday to Friday, 8.45am-3pm 
including term breaks. 

*20 free hours for 3 + year olds and WINZ 
subsidies available.

No childcare frees charged for 2025.

Coville Bay Preschool, 2391 Colville Rd 2391. 
All enquires please contact: seniorteacher@
colvillebaypreschool.co.nz, or phone 022 645 
3272

rangatahi OUR CHILDREN
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Brigita from Manabell helped create four murals for the school in 2024

This year’s mural is being created by Emma Evangeline



GIVE A LITTLE SUNDAYS

CONDITIONS APPLY

ALL DAY EVERY SUNDAY
DINE IN ONLY

$1 from every pizza  
is donated to a 

local community service

$12 PIZZA
SUNDAYS

Coromandel Community Preschool
By Shivawn Elliott

Kia ora kotou.
Wow can you believe we are halfway through the year already!
We have had an awesome month of June. The next phase of our playground upgrade 

has been completed. A massive thank you to the team at ECO Lawn who recently installed 
the new artifi cial grass in the outdoor areas of both the under two’s and over two’s. It looks 
amazing and we are looking forward to the next step of our playground upgrade. A massive 
thank you to the team at Downers also for helping with the prep for this.

Our recent Mother’s Day Raffl e was a huge success. Thank you to everyone who donated 
items and purchased tickets. Also a massive thank you to our local sponsors, Mackenzie Hair, 
The Source, Coromandel Pharmacy, Moss/Star Gallery, Top Town Takeaways, Coromandel 
Super Saver and Coastway Cutters. We raised $1015 and all funds will be going towards the 
playground upgrade.

The children have been busy creating wonderful pieces of art and practising their songs 
for our Matariki Celebration. We were very fortunate to be invited to the Hauraki House 
playground opening, where we had a shared kai, sung some songs and the children got to have 
a play on the new playground. Thanks TCDC! The children have also been busy planting and 
harvesting vegetables and doing lots of baking.

During the month of June, we celebrated birthdays for Meadow, Louie, Denzel and Kyla. 
We also farewelled Meadow who is off to big school and we wish her all the best for the 
future.

A very warm welcome to Renee who has joined our teaching team. Renee has recently 
moved from Whangarei and we are excited to have her on board.

We have limited spaces available on our over two’s side. Please feel free to pop in and grab 
an enrolment form, or alternatively send us an email at coropreschool@xtra.co.nz

Check out our latest education review at http://www.ero.govt.nz/review-reports/
coromandel-community-preschool.

The centre operates Monday to Thursday 8am-4pm and Friday 8am-3.30pm. We are situated at 
155 Pottery Lane (behind the Four Square). Please feel free to call in for a visit.

Coromandel Youth Group at 
Hauraki House
Youth Group is for children 5-15yrs, to 
play, socialise, enjoy creating art and 
crafts or just chilax and enjoy the fresh 
fruit supplied by Woolworths. 
School Holiday Times
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday 11am-4pm. 

For new attendees, fi ll in a membership 
form and bring a packed lunch.  
School Term Times
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 3-5pm
For 10yrs and up 
Spotlight Friday 18 July 5.30-730pm 

Miniatures Game Club Wednesdays 
3-5pm.

Parents/caregivers, please make sure 
your children come inside and sign in 
upon arrival. For more information: 
during open hours call in at Hauraki 
House or telephone/text us on 027 217 
9206 or email coromandelyouthgroup@
gmail.com                                                                                                                                             

This programme is made possible with 
kind donations & grants from:  Lottery 
Waikato, COGS, Trust Waikato, D V Bryant 
Trust, AGT & NZCT. Local supporters: Star 
& Garter Hotel, Woolworths. Thank you!
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CARPET • TIMBER 
LAMINATE • TILES • PAINT

Whitianga Flooring Xtra 68 Albert Street, Whitianga

E: whitianga@flooringxtra.co.nz       P: (07) 866 2836
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mahi toi ARTS
Great response to Art Expo
By Cynthia Daly

Whitianga Town Hall was abuzz with art 
lovers over King’s Birthday Weekend for the 
Whitianga Lions Art Expo, proudly presented 
by Dayle Candy, David Frew and Harcourts 
Coromandel Beaches Realty.

Thanks to their support the hall was 
lit up to showcase the works of 85 artists, 
including a record number of Secondary 
Schools Student Art Competition entries, 
and the Artists in the Making group of the 
Coromandel Independent Living Trust.

Opening night proved very popular with 
a full hall as the winners of the Secondary 
Schools Student Art Competition were 
announced. 

In the photography category German 
exchange student Juri Kirstein of Mercury 
Bay Area School scooped up fi rst place and 
mentorships with two highly skilled local 
professional photographers, Ian Preece and 
Peter Drury. Second place went to Naomi 
Bell also of MBAS, while Zander Masnon of 
Whangamata Area School took home third. 

In the visual art category, Isobel Warwood 
of MBAS won fi rst and mentorships with two 
highly recognised local artists Kay De Blaauw 
and Souzie Speerstra. Thames High School 
students, Emma Marr and Naomi Hinton, won 
second and third place, respectively.

The evening also saw a live auction, 
hosted by Harcourt’s Coromandel agent 
Glenn Wells, with some fantastic prizes to 
bid for including a Game Fishing Package, 
Wellness Package, Hot Escape Package and 
a limited edition print of an Emma Gustafson 
painting.

Over the weekend the fi ne weather 
worked in favour of the Art Expo with 
continuous attendances, lots of art sells and 
people fascinated by the Artists in Show: 
painter David Stone, potter Claire Bryers, 
pointillism painter Jenny Cotterell, intuitive 
painter Jessie Macaw, glass artist Sandra 

Hosking, 
painter Viola 
Ashford-Mar-
tin and painter 
Brain Jarvie 
all working 
on their next 
piece.

With 
raffl es 
donated by 
The Men’s 
Shed, potter 
Ian Webster 
and Sunfl ower 
Glass Art, 
and a door 
entry prize 
from Pauline 
Stewart, there were lots of chances to take 
home something a bit special.

The benefi ciary of this year’s Art Expo is 
the Cancer Society Lions Lodge in Hamilton 
and while fi nal amounts are yet to be 
confi rmed, at this stage around $5,000 will go 
to this very worthy cause.

Whitianga Lions would like to thank 
everybody who got behind this event to 
help make it the success that it was – a 
great example of community supporting the 
community. 

Coromandel 
Art Group
By Lindsay Nicholls

Busy month with 
comings and goings.

Our group are 
managing to stay 
healthy while busy 
with their art projects. Many diaries are being produced at great 
speed and lots of fun and enthusiasm. Paintings are getting fi nished  
and a new ones started. Even creating necklaces for school 
productions have been made, all on a Thursday morning with like 
minded people. A lot of banter and support is also offered as is 
encouragement for each other.

Our clubrooms are lovely even on cold day as the light streams 
in and it takes very little to warm up our room quickly.

Still seeking like minded art folk ready to take the next step in 
your art journey. Come visit even if on holiday.

We are at the Airdrome on Thursdays 9am to 12pm.

1st and 3rd in the visual art category are (left) 
Isobel Warwood, MBAS and Naomi Hinton 
Thames High School; 1st and 2nd in the 
photography category are (middle) Juri Kirstein 
and Naomi Bell, both of MBAS

Lindsay and Lyn doing decoupage craft booklets

By Ian Webster

By Deborah Philips



James & Turner
131 Kapanga Road
07 866 8805

Boat parking at the 
rear of the shop 

- turn by the Four Square
Rob & Jeni Ashman Owners / Operators

Rob - 027 592 7180  |  Jeni - 021 636 119  |  Shop - 07 866 8797 
teamashman201@xtra.co.nz  |  95 Kapanga Road Coromandel

Contact us for control and prevention of  
insects, rodents and other pests! 

Phone Simon English on 027 555 1271
Email: peninsulapest.nz@gmail.com

www.peninsulapest.co.nz 
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Open Studios 
Coromandel Arts Tour
By Pete Sephton

For the next few months we 
will be featuring  new artists to the Coromandel Arts Tour. The 
fi rst two are friends and neighbours from that little paradise on the 
east coast, Tuateawa.

Libby Mc Coll is a 
very experienced painter 
with a background in 
graphic design and has 
been exhibiting her 
beautiful paintings in 
galleries and art shows 
all over NZ. Originally 
from Auckland, she took 
the plunge ten years ago 
to pursue her dream of 
full time art career in the 
isolated community of 
Tuateawa and hasn’t looked back. Her works show a deep love 
of the natural environment and fi nely honed skills from years of 
experience. Most of her paintings are realistic, although recently 
she has been exploring more abstract ideas. Tuateawa is the perfect 
place to inspire Libby’s acrylic artwork.

 Robyn Vinten is 
relatively new to the world of 
pottery but has already become 
quite successful, selling her 
work at markets and The 
Source art shop. Like so many 
others she started by taking a 
pottery class at Driving Creek 
Pottery. Eight years ago she 
made a brave decision to move 
to Tuateawa after living in 
London for thirty fi ve years. 
Such a big contrast but she has 
no regrets in leaving London 
behind to pursue her dreams. 
Being surrounded by native 
bush and the sea gives her 
plenty of inspiration for the 
beautiful slab clay pieces she 
makes and fi res in her home studio.

 For the arts tour you will fi nd Libby and Robyn in a temporary 
shared studio in the Te Mana Tangata building in Pound Street, 
next to the CILT offi ces.

We are also happy to announce that Coromind magazine has 
joined the arts tour as a promotional partner which will increase 
our advertising cover and help to bring 
more people into Coromandel to take part in 
our special open studios experience.

Driving Creek Pottery Doings No. 5
By Matilda Halley

The Artist Residency Programme Today
Since the residency programme was re-established 
in 2019, it has been steadily gaining traction. The 
programme is unique in that it is open to all creative 
disciplines, welcoming people from Aotearoa and abroad at any stage 
of their creative development.

The residency provides basic accommodation and studio space for 
up to fi ve weeks. In exchange, residents volunteer a few hours each 
week – helping stack fi rewood for the kilns, staffi ng the gallery, or 
pitching in on odd jobs around the site (because it wouldn’t be Driving 
Creek without a bit of shared labour!).

We host up to six residents at a time, and since 2019, more than 250 
residencies have taken place. While it’s diffi cult to fi nd offi cial data, 
we suspect it may be the largest programme by numbers in the country. 
While we prioritise makers from Aotearoa, in recent years we’ve also 
hosted artists from Australia, Canada, Denmark, Germany, India, Italy, 
Japan, Mexico, Sweden, Switzerland, the UK and the USA.

Like the former incarnation of Barry’s residency programme, it’s 
a melting pot of makers from different backgrounds, and at different 
ages and stages in their creative journey. It continues Driving Creek’s 
contribution to the clay community in Aotearoa, and we feel it aligns 
with Barry’s vision for 
Driving Creek “to foster the 
development of pottery and 
arts within New Zealand,” as 
laid out in the Driving Creek 
Railway Arts and Conservation 
Trust deed in 2008.

In May, potters Ben Pyne 
and Isobel Thom (Auckland) 
returned to complete the 
second part of their residency. 
We also welcomed Nicola 
Shuttleworth and Simon 
Morris from Wellington.

We’re currently accepting 
applications for the second 
quarter of 2026. For more 
information or to apply, head 
to: www.drivingcreek.nz/
artists-in-residence.

Wellington potter in residence Nicola 
Shuttleworth at work in the upstairs 

studio
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Painting by Libby Mc Coll

Robyn Vinten with her pottery 
stingray
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mahi toi ENVIRONMENTAL
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Coromandel Our Backyard
By Stephanie McKee

Report on Glyphosate and Roadside 
Spraying on the Coromandel
Te tiakitanga o nga whenua hei paitini kore.
Caring for our lands without poisons.

Here’s the bad news: Did you know that 
New Zealand Food Safety wants to increase the 
maximum allowable residue (M.A.R.) level of 
glyphosate in foods one-hundred fold? (1)

For whose benefi t? Not the health and safety 
of consumers, that’s for sure. Some observers 
assume it is in preparation for introducing into 
GE Free Aotearoa, genetically engineered, 
Roundup ready crops.

And here’s the good news: the Environmen-
tal Law Initiative (E.L.I.) is challenging the Environmental Protection 
Authority (E.P.A.) in the Supreme Court that they need to do an 
updated risk-assessment on glyphosate, given new scientifi c evidence 
and research. The last time the EPA did a proper risk-assessment on 
Glyphosate was in the 1970s and they cannot even fi nd the records for 
it! (2)

ELI also argue that NZ Food Safety should halt the proposed 
hundred-fold increase of residue levels in foods while the EPA has not 
even started an updated risk-assessment on glyphosate. 

When, in March 2022, our Parliamentary Commissioner for the 
Environment, Te Kaitiaki Taiao a Te Whare Pāremata, Simon Upton, 
released his report: “Knowing What’s Out There: Regulating the 
Environmental Fate of Chemicals”, he pointed out: “The rules about 
how a chemical can be used shouldn’t be static – we need to be able to 
adapt as new information comes to light. Restrictions should be based 
on the latest science and informed by New Zealand-specifi c data on 
use and impact.”
Roadside spraying on the Coromandel Peninsula
Last time I asked, our local Council was spending over a million 
dollars annually on road-side spraying on the Coromandel Peninsula, 
and the spray being used was AG-Pro Glyphosate 500. The manufac-
turer’s SDS Safety Data Sheet calls Glyphosate ‘ecotoxic; and 
instructs that it must be kept out of ‘aquatic systems’ including drains. 

In 2023, COBY presented to the Colville Coromandel Community 
Board a proposal and vision for a Poison-Free Coromandel, putting 
the case that a poison-free zone would be not only good for our health 
but also good for tourism.  

Besides tourism, there is the local honey industry to consider. In 

2021, Japan blocked shipments of New Zealand honey after testing 
found traces of glyphosate exceeding its standard of 0.01 milligrams 
per kilogram.(4)

No-Spray register and spray free zone sign
To use the TCDC No-Spray register contact TCDC Customer Services 
on 07 868 0200 or go to https://www.tcdc.govt.nz/Our-Services/
Wildlife-Insects-and-Vegetation/No-Spray-Register.

Download your free spray free zone sign here: https://fl oraand
faunaaotearoa.co.nz/wp-content/uploads/sprayfreesign.pdf.

www.coby.nz
References: 
(1)  https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/national/561251/nz-food-safety-proposes-
increasing-residue-limits-of-insecticides-pesticides-in-food
(2) Environmental Law Initiative:
  https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/national/564217/glyphosate-to-be-debated-
in-high-court
(3) Parliamentary Commissioner for the Environment Report, ‘Knowing 
What’s Out There: Regulating the Environmental Fate of Chemicals.’ March 
2022 
https://www.pce.parliament.nz/publications/regulating-the-environmental-
fate-of-chemicals 
(4) https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/country/434807/japan-warns-it-will-block-
nz-honey-shipments-if-glyphosate-limits-breached

Corolandcare
By John Veysey

Conservation with poison
In 1987 New Zealand put the management of our wild life into 
the hands of the newly established Department of Conservation 
(DOC). 

In 1991 DOC’s fi rst job on the Coromandel peninsula was 
to spread Talon over a property in Kennedy Bay in order to kill 
some possums. It was already well known that Talon would work 
its way through the food chain where it will stay and that is why 
the use of Talon in the wild is banned by most, perhaps all, other 
governments in the world. 

As poisoning got underway in NZ a scientifi c team was 
established to show that the poisoning of our wild life was not just 
sustainable but actually benefi cial. The scientists charged with this 
duty had no overseas experience upon which to base their research 
so were forced to invent their own reasons why broadcasting 
poison might help our environment. As the poisons became more 
widespread the team of researchers expanded, all employed to 
explain why it was OK for these poisons to wind up in our water, 
our fi sh, our birds, our wild and our domestic animals and our 
food. Many of these poison scientists have made life-long careers 
coming up with “satisfactory” explanations and one of them, John 
Innes, is coming to Coromandel for a MEG-arranged meeting on 
Sunday 6 July to tell us about his work and the work of more 
than 200 other dedicated poison-scientists. It will be fascinating 
to learn how this poisoning has been so effective in “conserving” 
our environment in NZ and why no other country in the world has 
dared to try it.

Wouldn’t our tourist guests and local residents 
alike prefer to see a sign saying, “Welcome to 
Poison-Free Coromandel. Good for your Soul. 
Good for your Health. Good for the Planet.”?

Do visitors to the Coromandel really enjoy seeing 
all the road edges, drains, picnic tables and even 
children’s playgrounds with the yellowed sprayed 
edges? 
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MEG
By Steph Parkyn

Winter Lecture Series lineup
We have another great series of speakers 
on conservation matters this year! Our 
winter gatherings in the Pepper Tree 
Restaurant are a warm, 
inviting way to learn about 
our native plants and 
animals. Join us for a drink, 
chat, and a fascinating 
presentation.
John Innes – 6 July, 5pm, 
Pepper Tree Restaurant
John Innes retired from 
Manaaki Whenua – 
Landcare Research in 
January this year after a 
44-year career studying 
mammal pests (especially rodents) and their interactions with wildlife. 
He had career-long involvement with the kōkako recovery programme 
and was also on kaki, kakapo and takahe recovery groups. He has 
followed the development of various regimes of pest control and is 
particularly interested in ecosanctuaries of various kinds. This talk 
will describe factors that limit native bird populations; update the state 
of kōkako recovery; discuss major pest management regimes (island 
eradications, mainland aerial control, unfenced and fenced ecosanctu-
aries) and the Predator Free NZ vision.
Diane Prince – 3 August, 5pm, Pepper Tree Restaurant
Learn some fascinating facts about our Coromandel kiwi from an 
accredited kiwi handler. Diane Prince has had a long career working 
with a trained kiwi dog to help save kiwi. They have been called in 
to rescue kiwi from plantation forestry before logging, or to lift eggs 
from areas where they are at risk of stoat predation to be reared in 
predator-free locations. As our MEG kiwi expert, Diane analyses 
the results from the kiwi listening we undertake in the northern 
Coromandel each year. Come along and fi nd out how our Coromandel 
kiwi are faring.
Sara Smerdon – 14 September, 5pm, Pepper Tree Restaurant
As a staunch advocate for wildlife monitoring, Sara Smerdon of 
Mahakirau Forest Sanctuary near Coromandel, has recently uncovered 
groundbreaking—and deeply concerning—insights into the diet of 
key invasive predators. By applying eDNA analysis to the stomach 
contents of pigs, stoats, and ferrets, her research has confi rmed 
predation on a whole suite of threatened species, including Archey’s 
and Hochstetter’s frogs, native skinks, the Northern Striped gecko, 
and several endemic bird species, including petrels. The discovery 
of multiple frog arms and legs in a single pig and ferret’s stomach 
is particularly alarming. Join us to hear about this eye-opening local 
research.
Making a diff erence with backyard trapping
One of our local volunteers (and magnifi cent photographer), Jeremy 
Scott, let us know that he has caught over 100 rats and mice since 
regularly trapping in his backyard over the last couple of years in 
Coromandel Town. What a great difference that makes! Rat predation 
of eggs and chicks can mean our native birds never see their offspring 
leave the nest. The population decline is often only noticed when the 
adults die. Thanks Jeremy for doing a stellar job of protecting wildlife 
at home.

If you want to talk to us about trapping in your own garden, please 
email info@meg.org.nz. We may have some funds from Predator Free 
NZ for traps and some help with checking and clearing them thanks to 
our volunteers and the Driving Creek conservation team.

Ngā mihi nui.

Follow us on Facebook or Instagram, contact us at info@meg.org.nz or 
make a donation by visiting our website www.meg.org.nz

Driving Creek Conservation Park
By Kate James

Environmental DNA – What is it?
From kērēru to kōwhai, and the leaves in 
the wind, all living things shed genetic 
information into their local environment. This 
is called environmental DNA, or eDNA.

At Driving Creek we test our freshwater 
for eDNA. This can tell us what lives in the water, as well as 
identify other DNA, for example: a bird fl ies over a creek and 
drops a feather, insects and leaves may fall into the water, possums 
or rats may leave fur or faeces in the water. 

We get a picture of plants and animals from just a single water 
sample, using a special kit which is then set off to the lab for 
analysis. The eDNA can be collected and sequenced, we can then 
get a picture of the plants, animals, fungi and even microscopic 
single-celled organisms in a local area. 

There can be limitations. Environmental DNA can’t tell you 
how big a fi sh is, or the size of a population. This tool is just one of 
many in the kete. The information gained will always be grounded 
alongside other information, such as local knowledge and observa-
tions, other monitoring data and mātauranga.
Results from Driving Creek samples
Our latest eDNA results confi rmed the presence of shortfi n and 
longfi n eels, several galaxid (kokopu) species, including giant 
kokopu – a threatened species. Also detected were freshwater 
shrimps, freshwater jellyfi sh and enough native freshwater macro-
invertebrates to give the Copeland stream a ‘pristine’ health rating. 
Macroinvertebrates include insects in their nymph and larval stages 
(like caddisfl ies and mayfl ies), snails, crayfi sh, and other creatures. 

We were also pleased to fi nd no eDNA of our targeted pest 
animal species were detected in our stream. Our results are 
available for anyone to view through the Wilderlab website 
where you can explore eDNA results from around Aotearoa. 
Environmental DNA is a new and powerful tool, it is an easy and 
fascinating way to scan environments and quickly gain biodiversity 
information.

John Innes

COROMANDEL
mikewood@outlook.co.nz

Kate collecting an 
eDNA sample
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PENINSULA ELECTRICAL SERVICES LTD

RAVINDER & SUE RAJ
Registered Electrical Inspector

Free Phone: 0800 4 Electrical (0800 435 328)
E-mail: ravinder@e3.net.nz

P.O. Box 109
Coromandel
Telephone (07) 866 8166

1750 S/H 25
Coromandel

Fax (07) 866 8162
Mobile (0274) 738 734

Commercial & Domestic Electrical Contractors
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mahi toi ENVIRONMENTAL continued

Forest & Bird
By Alison Carter

Upper Coromandel wins Forest & Bird’s 
Branch award
Forest & Bird has named the Upper 
Coromandel Branch as the winner of its 
National Branch Award for their work in 
2024. They were chosen for their exceptional 
advocacy for nature and hands-on environ-
mental protection and restoration work for 
the Coromandel.

Upper Coromandel Branch Co-Chair 
Kate Donoghue says “We’re standing on the 
shoulders of those who came before us and 
we’re passionate about conservation. We 
feel those people strongly in the mahi that 
we do. We are lucky to have a strong legacy 
of environmental protection in our area and 
we're building on that” Kate emphasises 
how greatly the Branch has benefi tted from 
the knowledge and wisdom of people like 
Sue Wright and Rex Croucher, who have 

sadly passed on, and Don Hughes who is a 
very valuable source of information. “We've 
greatly benefi ted from a skilled and active 
committee” said Kate

“The Branch has four environmental 
restoration projects, involving planting, 
trapping, and environmental weed control, 
but much of its focus is on advocacy,”  
Co-Chair Dr Kate James explains. They work 
with other environmental groups, and lobby 
local, regional and central Government to 
promote conservation and oppose inappro-
priate developments. The branch aims to 
get Forest & Bird’s views incorporated in 
Council planning and ensure biodiversity is 
at the forefront of local policies.

The co-chairs said they work well 
together and have complementary skills and 
experience. Kate Donoghue, for example, 
has an education background and years 
of experience in fi ghting harmful mining 
proposals. Dr Kate James, an environmental 
scientist, has years of experience in conser-
vation advocacy and sourcing funding for 
conservation projects.

Both are also proud of their family 

connections to conservation. Kate 
Donoghue’s late husband, Mike Donoghue, 
was a marine scientist who played a key role 
in New Zealand’s efforts to end commercial 
whaling globally. Many long-time 
Coromandel residents will remember Kate 
James’ indomitable grandmother Dorothy 
James, who was also a prominent member of 
the Upper Coromandel Forest & Bird Branch.  

“We’ve taken on a lot, but we can’t stop – 
it’s all hands on deck,” says Kate Donoghue.  
If you want to join the push to improve our 
environment, whether through practical 
conservation, helping with advocacy, or 
fundraising (and have some fun) volunteers 
are always welcome. 

Upper Coromandel Landcare Association
By Reihana Robinson

The Upper Coromandel Landcare Association (UCLA) does not 
support the aerial 1080 killing of wildlife on Moehau.      

Whether animals are poisoned cruelly or killed humanely, 
tinkering with nature alters nature’s dynamics. Use of inhumane and 
residual pesticides in the environment has been widely opposed. 
There are alternatives. On the upper Coromandel peninsula residents 
prefer to trap, hunt and cyanide wild animals, as reaffi rmed on 
multiple occasions by the area’s Community Board. 

Whether widespread use of animal poisons is advisable or 
necessary is being questioned more and more by the New Zealand 
scientifi c community. The war on predators is considered by some a 
faulty strategy based on the delusion we can turn back the ecological 
clock. 

Dr Jamie Steer, the senior advisor for the Biodiversity 
Department of the Greater Wellington Regional Council, argues for 
a conciliatory approach to introduced species that would provide for 
more diversity, evolution, nature and compassion. “For me change 
is not the end of the world. I think we can learn to accept a broader 
range of species; we don’t need to restore our environment to 
pre-human times.” (1)

George Gibbs, entomologist and (retired) associate professor of 
zoology at Victoria University, observes that those who strive for 
forests to be returned to a pre-human state are the ones setting goals 
for New Zealand conservation, leaving no room for exotic species.(2)

Gibbs believes invertebrates are bearing the brunt of conservation 
policies. 

“Believe it or not, sanctuaries which receive heavy doses of 
‘conservation management’ are the places where species are being 
lost…The irony is that they are selected for the express purpose of 
saving species from extinction…Our preoccupation with vertebrates, 
however, can lead to disaster for insects.” (3)

For a country steeped in poisoning its way to a pristine past, 
the emerging views of scientists like Steer and Gibbs should give 
government and the industry conservation establishment reason for 
pause…to look at the alternatives. 

Dr Steer and Dr Wayne Linklater also argue Predator Free 
2050 is ill-conceived and unlikely to succeed “…many scientists 

are critical of the policy, but have been reluctant to speak out 
at the risk of losing funding…This replicates recent refl ections 
on the diffi culties New Zealand scientists have with criticizing 
government policy. That said, more robust criticism has started 
to emerge, hopefully signalling the end of the ‘honeymoon’ for 
Predator Free 2050” (4)

The hard-working Coromandel Business Association is looking 
to encourage more visitors to the upper Coromandel. Do we 
really imagine that public signs advertising deadly poisons in our 
environment are the kind of branding that will entice foreigners and 
others to enjoy our beautiful whenua?
(1) Radio New Zealand 17th September 2016
(2) Insects at Risk in Forest & Bird magazine November 1999
(3) ibid.
(4) Victoria University Panui July 16, 2018

Kate and Kate at the Long Bay Kauri Reserve
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This inoff ensive sign was destroyed within 24 hours in May 2025
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Coromandel Croquet Club  
By Raewyn McKinney

The Coromandel Croquet Club was started nearly 100 years ago.
The earliest newspaper article I have found so far is from the 

“Thames Star” of 6 November 1929 and mentions the opening of 
the bowls and croquet season. At that time the croquet greens were declared open 
by Mr Arthur James, president of the Coromandel Bowling Club, with the fi rst drive 
of the day delivered by Mrs H Denize.

I do not have any further information from that time but attach a photo of the 
club taken in 1929. There are three ladies in this photo named as Mrs Denize, 
though none seems to be the lady mentioned from the previous year.

If you would like to try croquet, we meet at 9.45 am on Tuesdays for 
“association croquet” and the same time on Fridays for “golf croquet”.        

We provide all the equipment and a period of coaching before you need to 
commit to joining the club. Casual players are welcome to come along for a 
payment of $5 per day.  

If you would like to join us, contact Lyn on 027 466 2661 for more information. The 
club is situated in Woollams Ave next to the Bowling Club

Ride Coromandel Bike Park 
By Logan Nicholls

Over the past three months, we’ve had the pleasure of 
hosting two school groups – Hauraki Plains College 
and Thames High School – at the  Coromandel Bike 
Park at Hauraki Road. The students had a fantastic 
time exploring our trails! Many enjoyed the Grade 2 
corners and the Grade 2 fl ow track, while the more 
experienced riders made the most of the pump track 
and our longest cross-country trail, Ara Tuatahi.

In the background, our awesome volunteers have 
been busy clearing drains during their spare time. This 
work helps water run off quickly after rain, so the 
trails can dry out faster and stay in great condition.

A friendly reminder: Riding when trails are wet 
causes damage. If we’ve marked trails as closed 
or asked riders to stay off, please respect this—
your patience helps keep the trails in top shape for 
everyone.

Good news though – Our trails may be closed but 
our pump track is always open and ready to ride, rain 
or shine!

Thanks for your support and happy riding!

Coromandel Golf 
Club
By Marilyn MacKenzie, 
Secretary

The big wet continues 
and disrupts play at Coromandel Golf 
Course
At the time of writing this editorial, 
Coromandel leads the way in Thames 
Valley Pennants. The Coromandel Ladies 
continue to shine in the Thames Valley 
Handicap Matchplay series, showing both 
grit and grace on the greens.

Round 2, hosted at the ever hospitable 
Thames Golf Club, saw our team claim 
the maximum 12 points, a dominant 
performance that lifted Coromandel to the 
top of the leaderboard. With three rounds 
remaining at that point, it was a timely and 
confi dent step forward. Sincere thanks go to 
Thames Golf Club for their warm welcome 
and to the tireless organisers who ensure the 
pennants competition runs smoothly year 
after year. Team members: Janine Kerr, 
Eugene Weimer, and Marilyn MacKenzie, 
well played!

Moving into Round 3, hosted by 
Pauanui Lakes Golf Course, our team 
faced brisk early conditions, but the sun 

and the competition warmed up as the day 
progressed. Coromandel earned a solid 
5 points, enough to hold onto fi rst place, 
though the lead was now narrowed to just 
a single point. The season is heating up, 
and every match will count. Representing 
Coromandel: Peg McLean, Lynne Fenwick, 
and Janine Kerr.

By the time this page is published, 
Coromandel should have hosted Round 4 at 
Coromandel Golf Course. Hopefully home 
course advantage paid off going into the 
fi nal round. The fi nal round is scheduled to 
be played at Tairua on Monday 7 July, this 
promises to be an exciting last round. 

Meanwhile, on the men’s side, the 
2025 Beaver Cup Handicap Matchplay 
fi nal has been run and won! Guy Richards 
emerged victorious in a closely contested 
match against Ross Mudgway. Both players 
demonstrated exceptional sportsmanship 
and skill. The prestigious Beaver Cup, fi rst 
played in 1956, was presented by Men’s 
Club Captain Paul Lawrence, marking 
another chapter in this proud tradition.
Club Days
• Tuesday Club Day: 9.30am tee-off – 9 or 
18 holes, ladies and men
• Wednesday Men’s Midweek Club Day: 
12.30pm tee-off (MeatPack last Wednesday 

of the month)
• Saturday Mixed Members Club Day: 
12.30pm tee-off

Affi liated visitors are welcome on all 
club days.

Club carts available for hire: $20 for 
members (a member must be in the cart),
$40 for green fee players Bookings essential 
– call or text Marilyn: 027 253 7882.

Croquet Club 
1929. Back row: 
Mrs W J Denize 
(Alice), Mrs 
B Campbell, 
Mrs Peake, 
Mrs Peachey, 
Mrs N Denize 
(Molly), Mrs A 
Harvey, Mrs 
E W Denize. 
Front row: 
Mrs McLean 
(policeman’s 
wife), Mrs 
Patterson 
(draper’s wife), 
Mrs Hovell 
(president)

Beaver Cup presented by Paul Lawrence to 
winner Guy Richards
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Classifi eds cost 30 cents per word – please email your words to 
corochronicle@gmail.com or call/text Debbie on 021 235 6648.Classifi eds

 PROFESSIONALS
A COROMANDEL PLASTERER. For 
new homes and all renovation requirements 
I offer 25+ years’ experience for a profes-
sional plastering fi nish. Doug Marsters 022 
019 9255. 
ABBY’S HEALING HAVEN 021 352 
486. Chakra and energy clearing, crystal 
calibration 90 minutes - $140, appoint-
ments via video link or in person. Organic 
Ayurvedic facial massage, 30 min - 
$55.  Breakthrough Tapping session, 60 
min - $100, an effective self mastery method 
for dealing with all stress and anxiety also 
self sabotaging behaviors. Online or in 
person. Intuitive Tarot and oracle reading, 45 
minutes - $60. See more at www.abbysheal-
inghaven.com.
ALUMINIUM JOINERY 
MAINTENANCE Locks, handles, hinges, 
wheels. Call or text Mike, Coromandel Glass 
027 661 0190.
BALLET CLASS Silver Swans for 
Adults. Venue: Coromandel Citizens’ 
Hall, Wednesdays, 10am to 11.15am. 
$15. Phone Marilyn Swan 027 336 5263. 
Royal Academy of Dance - Life Registered 
Teacher. Silver Swans licensee. Visitors are 
welcome.
BLINDS, CURTAINS, SCREENS, 
AWNINGS & SHUTTERS. Please phone 
or email Whitianga Flooring Xtra for your 
free in-home consultation (07)8662836 or 
sales.whitianga@fl ooringxtra.co.nz
BRICK AND BLOCK LAYER. Laurie 
Gordge (07) 866 8200, 027 494 9573, 
buddy10@xtra.co.nz.
BRICK AND BLOCK LAYING 
SPECIALISTS. L.B.P. Phone Joel 021 0234 
0210.
CARPENTER WANTING WORK. 
Alterations, new houses, additions, no job 
too small, licensed building practitioner. Ph 
021 675 575.
COROMANDEL GARAGE DOORS. Ph: 
Gerry Packo 022 453 2188. New installs, 
new motors, new remotes, door servicing, 
new parts, we do it all. E: corogaragedoors@
gmail.com; W: www.corogaragedoors.co.nz.
COROMANDEL HONEY LTD. Local 
beekeepers. Honey for sale and manuka sites 
wanted. Call Evan on 021 533 826.
COROMANDEL STUMP 
GRINDING. Local operator based in 
CoroTown. Contact now 027 451 2224 or 
email dynamictreecare@gmail.com.
FLOOR SANDING & SOLID TIMBER 
FLOORING INSTALLATIOn. Please 
phone or email Whitianga Flooring Xtra for 
your free measure & quote (07)8662836 or 
sales.whitianga@fl ooringxtra.co.nz
GENERAL HOUSE & PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE & HANDYMAN 
SERVICES. Phone Mike 027 240 9084. 
Coromandel and surrounding areas.

GIB STOPPER – Richard Field. Local and 
coastal. Ph 029 778 8645.
GIB STOPPER/PAINTER. Alpha Drywall, 
Geoff, local 022 027 0290.
GLASS REPAIR Call or text Mike 
Coromandel Glass 027 661 0190.
HEAT PUMPS. Sales and installation of 
Mitsubishi and Fujitsu heat pump/air condi-
tioning. Based in Kuaotunu. Call Bill for 
a free no obligation quote 027 271 4803. 
www.dynamicelectrical-whitianga.co.nz. 
Warm or cool a medium sized bedroom with 
a Mitsubishi heat pump. Starting at $2000 
installed.
NEED SUPPORT AT HOME? My name is 
Maria and I am an ex registered nurse and I 
live in Tuateawa, Monday-Friday. I’m a kind, 
helpful and mentally strong person who can do 
personal care and support work for people in 
their home. Daytime and/or nighttime. Maria 
Utting: mariautting@gmail.com 021 677 239.
POOL QUEEN LTD. Mobile Pool and Spa 
services Coromandel Peninsula. Call the Pool 
Queen to have your pool clean. Sharleena 
Tucker 027 316 3384.
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE. Section 
clearing. We have tractor/frontend loader, 
tip trailer, slasher, post banger, log splitter, 
chainsaw, mowing. Anything considered. Te 
Kouma, Coromandel Town area. Ph Tony 027 
494 7692.
RIDE-ON MOWERS. Repairs and servicing 
at Papa Aroha. Pickup and delivery can be 
arranged. Ph Mike 027 223 7919.
ROOF KING LTD. New roofs, re-roofs, 
leaks, spouting, downpipes, and general 
maintenance. Ph Eli 021 160 6790.
SOLAR SYSTEM DESIGN AND 
INSTALL. Good Energy your local solar 
specialists based in Whitianga. Ph Simon 021 
242 3394.
TILE INSTALLATION. Please phone or 
email Whitianga Flooring Xtra for your free 
measure & quote for all your tile supply 
& installation needs (07)8662836 or sales.
whitianga@fl ooringxtra.co.nz
VINYL LAYING. Best price 027 350 9242.
WEBSITEGUY – STEPHEN HUTTON – 
for new websites, updates, hosting and domain 
names. Call: 027 585 3311. Email: steve@
websiteguy.co.nz; Web: websiteguy.co.nz

 FOR RENT
AIRBNB HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION 
AVAILABLE at Abby’s Healing Haven, 
sleeps fi ve in a separate three-bedroom house, 
walking distance to Coromandel Town, 
private, charming cottage with everything 
provided and a new spa bath on the back deck. 
Details, photos and AirBnB booking link on 
www.abbyshealinghaven.com.
BOAT HIRAGE 5m Ramco Getaway. 
Suitable 2 persons. Day skippers 
certifi cate required. Enquire for further details. 
Mark 021 295 5532.

 FOR SALE
COROMANDEL FLOWERS. For all of 
your fresh fl ower needs contact Elisabeth 
021 211 9556.
CRAFTY ARTY SALE chez Richard 
& Uli. Paintings and sculpture at bargain 
prices. From 10am Saturday 5 July and 
Sun 6 July. The Secret Garden, 130 Pagitt 
St, Coromandel. Tel 027 373 4848.
FIREWOOD DRY! Delivered Coromandel 
Town and surrounding areas, good rates, 
phone/text 022 635 2841.
FIREWOOD FOR SALE, stored outside 
wood is Poplar, $85 per metre cubed, buyer 
to collect. Contact Sharon 0278211989.
HAY FOR SALE $13 per bale , buyer to 
collect. Contact Sharon 0278211989.

 WANTED 
VEHICLES WANTED Dead or Alive. 
Cars, vans, utes, Trucks. Call 0800 333 398 
or text 021 344 449.

 WORK WANTED 
DYNAMIC TREE CARE. Council 
approved professional local arborist service 
for all tree work. Fully qualifi ed, equipped 
and insured. Health and Safety compliant. 
Free quotes. Jobs large or small. Stump 
grinding. Call now (07) 866 8177 or 027 
451 2224.
HOME AND OFFICE CLEANING 
SERVICES AVAILABLE. Reasonable 
rates and a reliable, proven service. Please 
contact Lynda 027 227 5077.
TREE SERVICE. Dismantling or pruning. 
Free quotes. Call Jeremy Haszard 027 421 
0603.

 OTHER
AGE CONCERN FALLS PREVENTION
Strength and Balance exercise class for 
seniors. Coromandel Gym, Pottery Lane 
Tuesday and Thursday, 10am, $2. Vickie 
(07) 866 7894.
PINK DRINKS two hour bi-monthly 
lesbian and gay social gatherings. For 
further information  phone  Jules 027 392 
3221.

 SITUATIONS VACANT
Wanted – Experienced caregiver to look 
after Uli in my absence. Mid August/
mid December. Good remuneration from 
Healthcare NZ. Use of car, must like cats 
and dogs. Smoker OK, but outside only. Big 
range of CDs to use. Contact Richard 027 
373 4848.

 VOLUNTEERING
Volunteering ads are free to place in the 
Chronicle (subject to space)!
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Every Monday
Step Aerobics at Coro Gym ...........................................................................8am
Coro Walking Group, meet outside The Bizarre, Ruth 027 338 3545 ........8.30am
Coromandel Hikers’ Group, Hauraki House, Murray Brown ( 07) 866 8602 ....9am
Monday Walkers, Woollams Ave car park north end, 
Tracy and Peter Kendall 027 333 4722 ..........................................................9am
Gold Fit at Coro Gym ................................................................................9.30am
Rummikub at The Club .............................................................................. 1-4pm
Line dancing, Anglican Church Hall, Jeni Mudgway 021 022 75341 ........ 3-4.30pm
Coro Superstars, a performing arts group for 6-13-yr-olds, Anglican Hall, contact 
Claire 021 653 650 ....................................................................................... 5pm
Bridge, St John rooms .................................................................................. 7pm
Taizé 4-part harmony singing, Sally 027 302 4245 ................................... 7.30pm
Every Tuesday 
Croquet Club – Association Croquet, Woollams Ave, 
Lyn 027 466 2661 (winter hours) ................................................... 9.45-12.15am
Age Concern seniors’ exercise class, Coromandel Gym. $3 
Vickie 027 417 7077....................................................................................10am
Yoga for everyone, Colville Hall, Kate 021 125 3152 ....................................10am
Playcentre, Woollams Ave .............................................................. 10.30am-1pm
Na Ihowa Ahau after-school kids club (term time only), Anglican Hall, 
Anita 027 259 1085 ......................................................................... 3.15-4.45pm
Tai Chi, Waikato Events Centre (above the swimming pool), 
Christina 021 113 4768 ................................................................... 4.30-5.45pm
Every Wednesday
Step Aerobics at Coro Gym ...........................................................................8am
Pastel Artists Coromandel, Rose’s Studio, 
contact Allan (07) 866 8053 ................................................................ 9am-12pm
Gold Fit at Coro Gym ................................................................................9.30am
Ballet Class For Adults, Coromandel Citizens’ Hall, $15 per class. 
Marilyn 027 336 5263 ............................................................................ 10-11am
Coromandel Home-school group, Julene 020 4060 8102 ..................... 12.30pm
Kung Fu, Coromandel Hospital .................................................................. 5-7pm
Every Thursday
Coro Art Group, Coro Flying Club, Lindsay (07) 866 7799................... 9am-12pm
Age Concern seniors’ exercise class, Coromandel Gym. $3 
Vickie 027 417 7077....................................................................................10am
Free Guided Meditation, Havalona Pyramid  .......................................... 10-11am
Movement for Equanimity (MFE), a well-being fascia movement class, 
contact Judy 021 0200 7550 ...................................................................  3-4pm
Line dancing, Anglican Church Hall, Jeni Mudgway 021 022 75341 ....... 3-4.30pm
Coromandel Tennis Club “club day” ......................................................... 4.30pm
Yin Yoga with Toni, Event Centre, $10-$20, Toni 020 4076 1526  ......... 5-6.15pm
Coromandel Pickelball, term time, Coromandel Area School gym. ............. 6-8pm
Coromandel Narcotics Anonymous 12 step addiction recovery meeting, at 100 
Pound St (orange house). Contact Rosie 027 577 7716 .................. 6.30-7.30pm
Free drop-in Dharma talk or video at Mahamudra  ................................ 7-8.30pm
Every Friday
Step Aerobics at Coro Gym ...........................................................................8am
Community Gardens volunteer day ..................................................... 9am-12pm
Yoga for everyone, Anglican Hall, Kate 021 125 3152 ....................................9am
Croquet Club – Golf Croquet, Woollams Ave, Lyn 027 466 2661 
(winter hours)......................................................................................9.45-12.15am
Chess Club, Weta Cafe, Mike 027 304 9252 ............................................9.30am
Playcentre, Woollams Ave ......................................................... 9.45am-12.15pm
Coromandel Bowling Club social evening at the Club  .........................  3.30-7pm
Coromandel Flying Club social gathering, all welcome  ............................ 5.30pm
Every Saturday
Coromandel Homegrown Market, Wharf Rd (summer only) ................... 9am-1pm
RSA Coromandel, RSA Club Rooms Woollams Ave. 
President Gary Pettett 021 061 0852 ................................................... 3.30-7pm
Every Sunday
Anglican Church Service  ............................................................................ 10am
Coromandel Tennis Club “club day” .............................................................. 2pm
Monthly
1st Mon – Coro Patchwork & Quilters, St John rooms, 
Michaela Green 021 0287 1879 ................................................. 9.30am-3.30pm
3rd Mon – Coro Patchwork & Quilters, St John rooms, 
Michaela Green 021 0287 1879 ................................................. 9.30am-3.30pm
2nd Tues – Cancer Support Group, St John rooms 
John Walker 027 482 0435 .........................................................................10am
1st Wed – Coro Embroiderers’ Guild, St John rooms, 
Helen Pearce (07) 866 8460. .............................................................. 10am-3pm

1st Wed – Lions dinner meeting (winter time), St John rooms. 
Sue Hughes 021 142 1124 .......................................................................... 6pm
2nd Wed – Garden Circle. Jeni Mudgway 021 0277 5341  .......................... 1pm
2nd Wed – Car Club meeting at The Club, Bruce 027 249 0878 .................. 4pm
3rd Wed – Lions business meeting (winter time), St John rooms. 
Sue Hughes 021 142 1124 .......................................................................... 6pm
Last Wed – Coromandel-Colville Business Association networking meeting, 
Combined Clubs, Woollams Avenue, everyone welcome (Feb-Nov) .............. 5pm
Last Thurs – Green Drinks at Star & Garter ................................................. 5pm
3rd Fri – Dances of Universal Peace, The Pyramid, Sue 022 159 1571 ..10.30am
1st & 3rd Sun – Church Service at St Andrew’s Church, Rings Road ..........10am

If your meeting has been omitted, please email Debbie at 
corochronicle@gmail.com with the subject “meeting” or 
txt/ph 021 235 6648. Please include contact name and phone number.

Coromandel Town weekly and monthly meetings
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High tide 3.52am (2.3m), 4.42pm (2.4m) 
Low tide 10.15am (0.6m), 10.42pm (0.7m)

High tide 9.23am (2.7m), 9.50pm (2.9m) 
Low tide 3.12am (0.3m), 3.24pm (0.2m)

High tide 2.58am (2.7m), 3.39pm (2.6m) 
Low tide 9.14am (0.3m), 9.50pm (0.5m)

High tide 4.42am (2.3m), 5.31pm (2.4m) 
Low tide 11.05am (0.6m), 11.29pm (0.7m)

High tide 10.08am (2.7m), 10.35pm (m) 
Low tide 3.57am (0.3m), 4.08pm (0.2m)

High tide 10.53am (2.7m), 11.22pm (2.8m) 
Low tide 4.44am (0.2m), 4.55pm (0.3m)

High tide 11.41am (2.7m) 
Low tide 5.32am (0.2m), 5.45pm (0.3m)

High tide 12.11am (2.8m), 12.33pm (2.7m) 
Low tide 6.22am (0.2m), 6.41pm (0.4m)

High tide 1.03am (2.8m), 1.30pm (2.6m) 
Low tide 7.15am (0.3m), 7.42pm (0.5m)

High tide 1.59am (2.7m), 2.33pm (2.6m) 
Low tide 8.13am (0.3m), 8.46pm (0.5m)

High tide 5.33am (2.4m), 6.17pm (2.5m) 
Low tide 11.52am (0.5m)

High tide 12.38am (2.6m), 1.05pm (2.4m) 
Low tide 6.54am (0.5m), 7.08pm (0.6m)

High tide 12.16pm (2.5m) 
Low tide 6.06am (0.5m), 6.16pm (0.5m)

High tide 11.29am (2.6m), 11.50pm (2.7m) 
Low tide 5.18am (0.4m), 5.26pm (0.4m)

High tide 6.22am (2.4m), 7pm (2.6m) 
Low tide 12.14am (0.6m), 12.36pm (0.4m)

High tide 1.25am (2.5m), 1.57pm (2.4m) 
Low tide 7.42am (0.6m), 8.03pm (0.7m)

High tide 7.09am (2.5m), 7.42pm (2.7m) 
Low tide 12.58am (0.6m), 1.19pm (0.4m)

High tide 2.13am (2.4m), 2.52pm (2.3m) 
Low tide 8.32am (0.6m), 8.58pm (0.8m)

High tide 7.55am (2.5m), 8.24pm (2.8m) 
Low tide 1.43am (0.5m), 2pm (0.3m)

High tide 3.02am (2.4m), 3.48pm (2.3m) 
Low tide 9.23am (0.6m), 9.52pm (0.8m)

High tide 8.39am (2.6m), 9.06pm (2.8m) 
Low tide 2.27am (0.4m), 2.42pm (0.2m)

High tide 4am (2.6m), 4.43pm (2.7m) 
Low tide 10.16am (0.2m), 10.51pm (0.4m)

High tide 5.03am (2.6m), 5.42pm (2.8m) 
Low tide 11.17am (0.7m), 11.49pm (0.4m)

High tide 6.04am (2.7m), 6.37pm (2.9m) 
Low tide 12.14pm (0.1m)

High tide 7.01am (2.7m), 7.28pm (2.9m) 
Low tide 12.45am (0.3m), 1.06pm (0.1m)

High tide 7.54am (2.8m), 8.17pm (2.9m) 
Low tide 1.38am (0.3m), 1.56pm (0.1m)

High tide 8.43am (2.8m), 9.03pm (2.9m) 
Low tide 2.28am (0.2m), 2.42pm (0.1m)

High tide 9.29am (2.8m), 9.48pm (2.9m) 
Low tide 3.15am (0.2m), 3.26pm (0.2m)

High tide 10.13am (2.7m), 10.31pm (2.8m) 
Low tide 4am (0.3m), 4.09pm (0.3m)

High tide 10.55am (2.6m), 11.13pm (2.7m) 
Low tide 4.43am (0.3m), 4.52pm (0.4m)

High tide 11.38am (2.5m), 11.56pm (2.6m) 
Low tide 5.25am (0.4m), 5.36pm (0.5m)
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-4.30pm
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C
alendar of events

Corom
andel Tow

n  July 2025
M

ake sure your event gets listed
To get your event listed, email the details to Debbie at 
corochronicle@gmail.com with the subject “event”. Published subject to 
space availability, with preference to not-for-profi t groups. 
Regular meetings aren’t included here – please see weekly and monthly 
meetings on page 25.

From 1 July, the cost of a Pay 
As You Throw (PAYT) rubbish 
tag for kerbside collection will 

go up 25 cents to $8.25.
You can continue to use tags 

bought before 1 July.

KEY
           New moon                  Full moon

Tide times and heights from Land Information NZ and are for Coromandel Harbour. 
For Thames times -15min High and -18min Low. 

Rubbish and recycling collection for Coromandel Town (CT), Te Kōuma (TK), Manaia (MN), 
Coromandel Rural North (RN), and Thames Coast (TC) 

 
Put red lid rubbish bin  

Put recycling bin (plastic 1, 2 & 5
 

and food scap bin out 
tins, paper, card), glass recycling bin

 
  

and food scrap bin out

 
  



Contact us for a free 
confidential appraisal and 
we can discuss our very 
competitive commission rates. 

We are open 7
days  a week, call
in anytime.

“WE VVVALUEE PEOPPLEE, NOOT JUSST TRAANSACTIONNS”.

More listings on our website or call into our office at 65 Wharf Road (opposite 4 Square)

www.trinityrealestate.co.nz/property/13-tramway-road-coromandel

Coromandel, 13 Tramway Road

Enquiries Over $390,000

� � � �

Waitete Bay, 4E Torehina Heights
www.trinityrealestate.co.nz/property/4e-torehina-heights-waitete-bay-coromandel

Enquiries Over $1,300,000

� � � �

Coromandel, 1900 Tiki Road
www.trinityrealestate.co.nz/property/1900-tiki-road-coromandel

Enquiries Over $1,200,000

� � � �

Coromandel, 281 Colville Road
www.trinityrealestate.co.nz/property/281-colville-road-coromandel

Enquiries Over $795,000

Coromandel, 1733 Manaia Rd SH25
www.trinityrealestate.co.nz/property/1733-manaia-rd-sh25-coromandel

Asking Price $850,000

� � � �

Coromandel, 2595C Tiki Road
www.trinityrealestate.co.nz/property/2595c-tiki-road-coromandel

Enquiries Over $1,145,000

Coromandel, 2065 Rings Road
www.trinityrealestate.co.nz/property/2065-rings-road-coromandel

� � � �

Enquiries Over $620,000

Contact us on  07 866 7313 

The Network Licensed REAA (2008)

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

1055 Tiki Road,
Coromandel

1447A Port Charles Road,
Coromandel

460 Tiki Road,
Coromandel



 

07 866 4140 

sales@perfectaircoromandel.co.nz 

www.perfectair.co.nz 

32 Campbell street Whi anga 

Total Heat Pump Solutions 
 

From simple single room heat pump solu ons to whole home central hea ng, hot 
water heat pumps and heat recovery ven la on systems. Contact Perfect air for your 

free no obliga on assessment and quote. Ask us about Warmer Kiwi Homes heat 
pump subsidies available in our area. 
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